
    My Wrapping Cloth                    by Susan Cuss 

 

In the spring of 2013, my lovely husband gifted me with an online embroidery class as an early birthday 

present. I signed up for a class with Karen Ruane (https://karenannruane.typepad.com/karen_ruane/) 

an embroidery artist living in England. It was the final run of her class entitled "Embroider Embellish 

Create". I had been following Karen's blog, and drooling over her wonderful creations, for several years, 

so I was very excited to learn from her.  

Except for completing a few kits in the early 1980's, I hadn't done any embroidering until 2010, when I 

was asked to embellish a fabric block with my needle tatting. Working on that block brought back some 

of the stitches I had learned while doing the kits, and a new love for embroidery was born. 

I was quite taken with Karen's Wrapping Cloths that she had created for her children and other family 

members, and I wanted to learn how to make my own. I began scouring second-hand stores and yard 

sales for unloved fabrics in white. I discovered lace hankies, tablecloths, napkins, and doilies of many 

styles languishing on shelves and in baskets. Some of the hankies were embroidered, some had tatted or 

crocheted edgings, and some were of sheer fabrics. They were beautiful and delicate. How could I even 

think of cutting them up? 

I also went to the local fabric store and purchased muslin, and several white cottons, plus some lovely, 

textured silk, all in white. Then I decided to purchase another cotton fabric which had various blobs, in 

colours that I liked, on a soft white background. With lime green, burgundy, pink, and magenta blobs, 

this was certainly a wild touch to add to the whites of my imagined wrapping cloth! 

We were taught several new-to-me techniques, such as making prairie points, cutwork, and reverse 

applique, to mention just a few. Each student was to decide on the size and design of every block in 

their cloth.  

I would cut a piece of the backing cloth, then gather special bits of my chosen fabrics, laces, ribbons, and 

some of that wild cloth to mesh together a top fabric, bound by stitches, embellished with embroidery, 

and titivated with beads, crystals or buttons. 

The first time I cut into a beautiful, delicate hanky, I almost cried. At first, it felt as though I was 

destroying something lovely that had once been used and cherished. But, the hanky was no longer 

loved, and had been abandoned. Perhaps I would be giving it a new life by including it in my wrapping 

cloth? That thought made cutting up other fabric pieces a little easier. 

On the first block I created, I used a piece of fabric from my daughter's grade eight graduation dress. I'd 

made her that dress, and then saved pieces of it for 23 years! I guess I knew then I'd need it, someday. 

On another block, I used a section of my favourite white blouse that had a button-down pocket. Several 

online friends sent me pieces of lace and bits of fabric, that were dear to them, to be incorporated into 

my cloth. One lady sent me pieces of lace from her mother's wedding dress. How wonderful to be given 



cherished pieces to create a new cloth, containing other's hopes and memories! I felt as though the 

cloth was growing with love and history.  

Piece by piece, the wrapping cloth slowly grew. And piece by piece, I created pockets on the cloth. Some 

pockets were tiny, and some were large; some pockets were made from rows of buttonhole lace; some 

were found inside or underneath prairie points; some pockets were stacked on top of others. I 

wondered just how many pockets I could make, for each pocket would contain a wonderful memory, or 

a positive wish for the recipient, along with a big dollop of love. 

On each block I would embellish the fabrics with some of my favourite stitches: Buttonhole Lace, Bullion 

Knots, French Knots, Cast-on Stitch. Rows of tatted Josephine Knots became clusters of flowers that 

roamed along edges, surrounded hand-made buttons, cutwork, or applique. Many of the clusters had 

small seed beads added to the flowers for a bit of sparkle. I tatted rows of long picots to create a lacy 

frill, and long ropes of cast-on stitch. Bullions cascaded over bullions, cast-on stitch roses grew along 

edgings, and beads glittered. 

I created dangly bits edged in buttonhole lace variation to add movement, and even covered one dangle 

with woven picot leaves to create a flower bud, crested in tiny Josephine Knot flowers. Three-

dimensional structures were made from long, flat, rouleau loops and edged with more buttonhole lace 

variation. Beautiful laces were stitched onto the cloth and embellished with faux pearls and seed beads. 

I made Dorset Buttons to add another raised element to the cloth. 

Some blocks were completed in days: some took weeks. Once all the blocks were stitched, they sat 

waiting for me to join them together. Since each block was a different size of rectangle, trying to join 

them to make a cloth was a challenge: it was a fabric jigsaw puzzle without a photo reference. After a 

false start, I began piecing it together by choosing the largest blocks. Several were stitched together to 

form the center of the wrapping cloth. Some larger blocks were kept aside for the four corners of the 

cloth to ensure balance. Some were moved around to create a better visual picture, while those with 

the dangly bits needed to be placed so that the block was right side up, to enhance the vertical effect. 

Too, I wanted all the different elements to be spaced throughout the cloth for a cohesive result. 

Laying them all out on the living room floor, I could see there would be open areas in the cloth that 

would require new blocks. These were measured, cut to fit, then stitched and embellished. I then began 

the task of joining each piece with its neighbour using buttonhole stitch. Section by section was 

completed, but some of the joinings created seam lines that were not quite square or parallel. Once the 

blocks were all joined together, I added more elements to the seams to disguise them and make the 

cloth appear whole. 

To do this, I added more cascades of Josephine Knots, rows of intertwined bullions, and long twisted 

ropes of cast-on stitch. Laces were embellished onto seams with embroidery and beads, and ribbons 

were stitched and titivated. The top was finally finished! 

A white cotton with pale, grey-green polka-dots was purchased for the backing fabric. I measured the 

new cotton to fit the wrapping cloth and added seam allowance for each side. Using Buttonhole Stitch, I 



joined the backing fabric to the cloth. Then, to prevent shifting, I used cotton a broder thread to secure 

the layers of fabric. Stitching through alternate polka-dots on the backing fabric to the front of the 

wrapping cloth, a tiny stitch was made, and the thread carried to the reverse to be tied and cut. 

My Wrapping Cloth took 5 years to complete, between many other projects, and I thoroughly enjoyed 

every moment spent in its creation. Entirely hand-stitched, each stitch was imbued with love while I 

revisited warm family memories. In mid-September of 2018, I was able to hand deliver this gift to my 

daughter, in Australia, in celebration of her 40th birthday earlier that year. She loved it!! It will always be 

a visual and tactile reminder of how much she is loved and missed. And perhaps, one day, it may be 

passed along to her daughter. Until then, she'll be able to wrap herself up in her mother's love, 

whenever she needs, just as though we are sharing a nice, warm hug. I love that. 

I miss having my Wrapping Cloth to embroider. I may be crazy, but I'm thinking of starting another! Are 

you enticed to create your own wrapping cloth? 

Dimensions: 45.5" x 58.5" 

Pockets: total 97  (96 surface pockets and one pocket in the seam) 

Threads used: cotton a broder, perle cotton, assorted tatting threads, stranded cotton 

Beads used: seed beads size 11, size 10: fire-polished crystals, 3mm: faux pearls in various sizes: 

Swarovski crystals in various shapes and sizes: assorted mother-of-pearl beads 

What I Learned: 

1- I love to hand stitch and do surface embroidery 

2- It would be much easier to join the pieces together if one creates blocks of the same size 

3- Because the seams between blocks were embellished and somewhat disguised, it was unnecessary to 

save larger blocks for the corner pieces in order to create a balanced effect. 

4- Creating a new cloth from new and unloved fabrics entwines the past with the present and imbues 

the product with a sense of history. I like this. 

5- I want to do it again! 

Thank you for reading about my wrapping cloth. Happy stitching. 

                                                                                                                                Susan Cuss 

                                                                                                                                 Peterborough Embroidery Guild 

 


