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Submitted by Roberta Whitmore, ONN Rep
On November 2,2019 a workshop called “ Creative Collage” was held with Sarah Cowling.
Afternoon programs for the Fall term included the following:
Sept. 26. Rug Hooking with Peg Fairs and Marjorie Duizer
Oct. 10. Flax Processing with Cat Haggert.
Oct. 24. Costume Design and Tailoring with Matt Dawe.
Nov. 14. Book Arts Today with Jan Taylor
Nov. 28. Bean to bar chocolate with Philippe Lehner
Evening group enjoyed the following classes:
Seeding of Stitches; Sacred Geometry in Fabric Arts; Hand -Coiled Baskets; Needle-felted birds in
3D; Boro; and Fold,Tuck and Stitch.
On Monday Dec 9 Evening group enjoyed a Christmas social and orientation for Winter Classes
On Thursday Dec 12 Day Group enjoyed a pot luck lunch and orientation to Winter Classes
Summer Workshop June 8-12 2020 Venue: John Labatt Visual Arts Centre, Western University
Stitching Stories -- Chung-Im Kim
3 day workshop, June 8-10, 2020-- $300 for CEG members-- $350 for non-members
Embroidery and Mixed Media--- Takashi Iwasaki
3 day workshop, June 10-12, 2020- $300 for CEG members-- $350 for non-members
Registration will open to non-members on January 1st, 2020
For further information please visit our web site at: ceglondon.com
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TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY
Submitted by Susan Knight, ONN Rep and Barb Crowther
TGS has got two workshops starting in the new year and both have space left.
The first is a one day beginner’s stumpwork class taught by Carol Arsenault on 18 Jan 2020 at the
Latvian Centre (DVP and Eglinton). The cost is $75 plus $40 kit fees. Here is a photo of the work
(which appeared in Inspirations Magazine a few months back).

The second workshop will be
led by Pat Armour and will
focus on surface embroidery. The cost is $80 plus $35 kit fees plus bring your own threads (a list of
colours will be supplied). Here are photos of that project, as well (and it too appeared in Inspirations
Magazine).
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The workshop will be held over three Thursdays (20 Feb 2020, 19 Mar 2020, and 16 Apr 2020) from
1 to 3 pm at the Blythwood Baptist Church (Yonge and Lawrence).
If there are any questions or to register, please contact Barb Crowther at 279rax@gmail.com.

Helen O’Malley also sent us this photo of Ann Condie’s finished piece of last year’s canvas
challenge from Toronto Guild of Stitchery:
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD
Submitted by Alexandra Semeniuk, ONN Rep
Members of the Scarborough Needlearts Guild are well into their year-long program of creating
decorative buttons, each being two and a half inches in diameter and each featuring a different
stitch. The focus of the first button is the black stitch. Participating members received a small kit
containing a button, threads, fabric and a suggested design. As completed buttons appear at our
weekly display table, it has been interesting and very enjoyable to see how some members have
embellished the basic design with beads and cording or added magnets and clips turning them into
broaches, pendants, fridge magnets and hanging ornaments. The second button features the cross
stitch. The suggested design is semi-circular with room in the centre for additional stitching. By
adding a name in the centre, some members have created a new name tag for themselves or a personalized gift for someone else. The Christmas ornament button project is now underway. Members have received 4 themed designs on fabric, that includes an embroidery key for 9 different
stitches, and 3 spools of variegated threads. We’ll soon be seeing some beautifully completed
decorations on our display table.
To complement its button program, the Guild invited internationally known button collector Carolyn
Webb to an October meeting to share her knowledge. During her fascinating presentation, Carolyn
drew on her display of a representative sample of buttons from her extensive collection. She described the history of buttons, their importance and significance in society and how buttons have
been decorated over the centuries. Three specific examples that she showed us included a metal
button imitating fabric that included sequins, a button made entirely of fabric and decorated with
beads, and a button made of black glass imitating fabric with long and short stitches on a fabric
background.
Until the 20th century and before the wide use of washing machines, most clothes were handwashed on an occasional basis. To protect them, buttons were removed first. Looking at Carolyn’s
collection of imaginative and unique buttons, it is easy to conclude that most modern buttons, while
functional, are not too exciting by comparison. One of the impacts of technology has been a change
in button appearance.
The Scarborough Needlearts Guild will be closing 2019 with its annual Christmas potluck lunch and
sale. We wish all ONN members a very happy holiday season and good health and many completed projects in 2020!
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OAKVILLE STITCHERY GUILD
Submitted by Hermien Venter, ONN Rep
The Oakville Stitchery Guild kept their dizzy pace and there were so many wonderful creations to
celebrate! Here are some of the highlights.
During the Indigo Dyeing Workshop, our own Barb Hodkinson showed us the ropes on indigo dyeing. We dyed as much as we possibly could and there are so many wonderful examples, but here
you see some of Janet's results from this day.
(Continued on page 7)
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This was followed by a Wool Sweater Bag Workshop. Participants got an old wool cardigan and
felted it beforehand, and again thanks to Barb, we were taught how to turn this into a handy bag for
everyday use. Some people used their indigo dyed sweaters for this, but below you see Mary's bag
made with a grey sweater that was felted.

During our hands-on Dorset button session,
we learnt how to create these magical buttons the way they used to.

During one of our hands-on sessions, we also got shown by Sybil how to take her home-made walnut juice for a spin, as per the picture here.

We still have a smocking workshop as well as a sewing box
workshop coming up in the near future, should there be
enough interest.

ONN-Line Volume 37 Issue 3 January 2020

7

NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD
Submitted by Sheila McCoy, ONN Rep
Since our September Report, we are very pleased to welcome four new members to our fold.
They were in time to participate in another project of canvas work, featuring Bargello. We hope this
will be as successful as the Hardanger Sampler done earlier this year.
Cathie, our leader, (President’s job shared with Patricia N.) has been for a visit with us and is doing
very well after her horrendous fall and broken leg. Barb Kershaw is also on the mend.
In October, Immy and ladies made yet another trip to Gitta’s in Mississauga. It was not a very good
day for driving, but that didn’t seem to hinder the event, as the ladies went on their buying spree and
luncheon outing.
Our ONN Conference 2020 Committee has been meeting to lay out some more plans and
ideas, and we hope the guilds across southern Ontario will be reserving the date for this
event. Of course, more information will be forthcoming in the New Year, but in the meantime
please make a note of the date :
Saturday, 30 May, 2020.
Again we put Immy in charge of arranging our Christmas get-together luncheon, and this year we
indulged at Gusto’s of The Waddell Hotel in Port Hope. We all had a good time and enjoyed the
fabulous luncheon and service. Good job, Immy !
January will bring another project of Dorset Buttons…. and then in February, a project put on by
Jillian….. I wonder if it could be “mittens”??
(Jillian’s daughter, in Australia, is involved with rescuing koala bears from the terrible fires…..we
have sent a few “mittens” which are used on the bears’ paws.)
We hope that everyone enjoys the festive season and gets a chance to settle in for a quiet time of
sewing over the holidays, and

We hope the ONN Guilds are planning to come and join us Saturday,
30 May, 2020.
We are Carrying On, Carrying On. . . . .
12 December, 2019 : smc
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EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH
Submitted by Fiona White, ONN Rep
December 12, 2019
Our guild has had a productive fall, culminating in our December luncheon and star ornament exchange on December 11. We got off to a good start in September with a number of new members,
maintaining our membership at around 30.
Our formal program started at our October general meeting, with a workshop presented by Deb Blackmore on
stumpwork. She developed a kit and instructions for creating holly leaves using three different techniques, with various colour choices. Nora Jackson also created instructions
for a more advanced stumpwork piece. Both of these
pieces could be used as tree ornaments.
For November Deb continued to support us in our learning, as she provided instructions and demonstration on
how to create twisted cord, which can be incorporated in
ornaments or edging. Also discussed was how to do backing for ornaments.
We held our luncheon at a local restaurant, in their private dining room, which gives us lots of time
and space to play some needlework-inspired games, eat whatever we want, and delight over the
star ornaments created. Despite all starting with the same five-pointed star shape, it’s amazing to
see the variety produced, with wonderful skill and artful design.

Our new year activities include preparations for the annual Fibrefest, program workshops on canvas
work, and an outreach project to teach a series of embroidery classes at the Peterborough New Canadians Centre.
More information on our guild activities is available at our website egpstitch.ca
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NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD
Submitted by Heather Hollands, ONN Rep
We have had a busy fall, as the pictures below will illustrate. In October some of our guild joined with
the Tulip Tree guild for a retreat at Elmhurst Inn in Ingersoll. It was a wonderful time away with lots of
stitching accomplished. We felt spoiled, as the accommodations and food were lovely.
Also four of our members participated in a goldwork workshop hosted by the Brant Needle Arts
guild. It was a lovely butterfly designed and taught
by Barb Cook. We thoroughly enjoyed this and
now goldwork does not seem as intimidating for
some. It was a wonderful day!

Our Fall project within our guild consisted of a goldwork pendant
kit that we ordered from Tanja Berlin. The instructions were very
precise and most members completed their pendant.
Our stitching year ended with our Christmas dinner at the Blue
Elephant in Simcoe.
We are looking forward to the New Year where one of our projects will be a canvas work maple leaf pattern which is a fundraiser for the EAC 2020 seminar in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

until Apr 26, 2020: 'Fibre Content' juried exhibition, Orillia Museum of Art & History, Orillia, ON
Feb 1 - Apr 11, 2020: 'At Risk' solo exhibition by Tracy Lawko, Orillia Museum of Art & History,
Orillia, ON. Over 20 works focused on the importance of our native pollinators.
Mar 21 - Apr 19, 2020: 'Colour with a U' juried exhibition, Homer Watson House & Gallery, Kitchener, ON

ONTARIO NETWORK OF NEEDLEWORKERS
ONN Website
The ONN website can be found at onnguilds.ca. The main page is set up in a blog form so that notices and articles of interest can be found easily by members.
Submissions of articles, photos and events are welcomed and encouraged! Suggestions include:
book and exhibition reviews
tips and hints learned at a workshop
information about a shop
research about techniques, designs or materials
Send items to webmaster Judy McMullan at cegguelph@gmail.com or to the onncontact email
(below) and it will be forwarded.
ONN Contact Information
ONN Contact Helma Bos
Webmaster
Judy McMullan

Brant Needle Arts Guild
CEG Guelph

onncontact@gmail.com
cegguelph@gmail.com

Treasurer

Dianna Thorne

Toronto Stitchery Guild

onncontact@gmail.com

Newsletter

Vacant but the webmaster has been distributing the ONN reports in an email

Membership Year
The ONN membership year runs from June 1 to May 31.
The next Annual General Meeting will be hosted by Northumberland Hills Stitchery Guild
The ONN AGM will be held on Saturday May 30, 2020.
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