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It’s certainly been an unusual year!
I found it fascinating to read about how each group is coping with the rapid changes that have
come about for all of us.

Read on and see how things are different from your group and how much the same!
We’ve got lots and lots of lovely photos of work to keep us inspired, in this issue.
I received an email from the Sudbury District Quilting and Stitchery Guild earlier this fall. They are
looking for teachers who would be able to teach via an online video platform. Contact Roma at
idasfavourite@gmail.com if you want more info.
If you are spending a little more time online than you used to, I can
recommend a couple of sites you might find interesting. One is the
Royal School of Needlework, in England
https://royalneedlework.org.uk. They have online courses from beginner to
advanced to certificate courses. They are fairly expensive but then
we are all saving so much money because we are staying home so much! The RSN has put out a
plea for support as they are struggling a bit with the loss of revenue from their in-person classes.
The other site that I enjoy is the San Francisco School of Needlework
and Design https://sfneedleworkanddesign.org/. It was founded by
Lucy Barton and Ellise Sperber who both trained at the RSN. The
SFSND issues regular challenges (enter with a photo of your work)
with an online gallery of the entries. They also have paid classes and
free online stitch-ins once a week. I recommend you sign up for their
newsletter as it is always full of great photos and great ideas.
Closer to home, Tanya Berlin berlinembroidery.com offers ongoing online
classes and also recaps past classes with a kit and PDF-notes package.

FREEBIE! From Gift of Stitching magazine: “The Gift of Stitching is a digital cross stitch
magazine that was published between 2006-2012. We still sell our popular back issues to
cross stitchers all over the world. This Christmas season, we are giving away one of our
Christmas Issues - November 2008. This magazine has lots of wonderful ornaments to stitch.
We hope you enjoy this issue and please share this page with your friends. Gift of Stitching
magazine
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD LONDON

Submitted by Cheryl Wallace, ONN Rep
When the realities of Covid 19 made themselves felt in our local communities, the Executive of the
Guild made the decision to halt all indoor, in person meetings for the remainder of 2020. As a
result, our Textile showcase became a virtual event thanks to the hard work and dedication of the
committee and perseverance of Linde Marie Echinger in uploading hundreds of photos to the Guild
Facebook page for members to view.
With no change likely in the fall, members began to explore the online opportunities available.
Links to interesting videos and workshop opportunities were posted on the Guild Facebook page.
Executive and committee meetings began to be held by Zoom.

Hardy and dedicated members of Gather and Stitch met in Gibbons Park, masked and properly
social distanced every Thursday, when the restrictions for public gatherings outdoors were relaxed.
Armed with lawn chairs, beverages , needlework projects and ever heavier coats, this group has
met from September through November, though the need for gloves may soon bring that to an end.
But then again, who knows?
Several of our Guild instructors, under the umbrella of the Education Coordinator, took up the
challenge and offered their fall classes online through a combination of Zoom, email and video.
These offerings included: “Beginning Stitches” by Amy Lee, “Decorated Faces” by Jen Wilson,
“Three Stitches” by Linda Watson , “Faux Goldwork” by Adele Blennerhassett Corke,
“Sketchbooks” by Jackie Venus and “Antique Plushwork” by Kathie Morgan. The response to the
classes, from teachers and participants has been positive and much has been learned from this
first experience. Planning is underway for online classes for the winter session since it seems
unlikely that things will change early in 2021.
Our inventive Librarian has developed procedures for a safe, contactless exchange of library
resources that then wait in quarantine before resuming circulation. We have developed a monthly
Zoom Gathering where we can come together to share news, announcements, chat with each
other and enjoy guest speakers. Plans are underway for a festive December Gathering.
While planning continues for our 50th Anniversary celebrations, the actuals events, the Opening
Gala, Celebration Tea, workshops and other activities have been postponed until the 2021-2022
Guild year.
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD LONDON (continued)
In summary, although we can’t meet in person and the likelihood is that this is the reality for
months to come, we, as a Guild, are finding new and novel ways to show and share our skills with
each other. Staying in touch has never been more important than it is right now and we are doing
our best to keep our members informed, engaged and connected.
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TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY
Submitted by Heather James ONN Rep

I think the entire Guild went home on the 16th of March and closed the doors and windows.
We know what’s good for us! The VP called all of our members at the beginning of April and
again in mid-April as some had not joined the Zoom meetings but were ok. At that point,
many of our members had begun stitching what would amount to
charity!

of masks for

All of our meetings, including our AGM in June, have been conducted via Zoom. From the 93
members we had in March we have lost a few – some because life is very busy in other areas (like parent-caring) and others have passed away- and now we are at 85. And two are
new since covid!
We have a number of teckkies in the group who pulled up their own Zoom accounts to share
until September when we bought our own- after all, we do love to chat and an hour just isn’t
enough sometimes.
Unusually, we continued our twice monthly meetings throughout the summer adopting a FIFI
format – we would do “show and share” and then general chit chat about the world, our feelings, freebies from the stitching world, best tv shows for yoga, exercise, humour etc. After
these meetings a short email was sent covering some of the chat and adding the links recommended (not just for stitching ;)
A very few met socially distanced in local parks but our members stretch across a large area
(160+ km east to west x 24 km north to south!).
Once fall arrived we got down to business and ran a regular business meeting on the first
Thursdays of the month – at 10am and 7pm so that the members working during the day
could meet with everyone who wanted to. We have about 10 members who do not have a
computer, so they call in sometimes and other times our phone tree reads them the (new)
Notes & Links that the President provides after each meeting. We have tried to continue normally – so having a presentation of a new technique, new artist, etc. before the business
brings fresh air into the group.
We have set out to have 3 program items for each meeting:
1.

Legacy – we asked each stitcher to put themselves in their stitching so we “know
them” by looking at a piece no bigger than half a page. We will stitch these together so we can say “I remember her” or “she does that technique”!

2.

Surprise – this has run from a Roving Guilder who (wears a mask) and visits a
local store to other things planned (but I can’t tell you yet). It’s a way of reminding people what is in the store and how to order – buy local is our mantra. We
have interviews planned with our SAGE stitchers (Senior AGE stitchers who
know so much) as a way to check in what excites them. “A small snippet of
something relevant” is the goal.
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TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY (continued)

3.

Challenge – Usually related to the presentation asking members things like
“stitch outside of the box” where we saw tennis rackets, colanders, safari hats
decorated. We had an awesome presentation by Judy Eckhardt on Crazy
Quilting and if anyone needed stash our Program person put a few things in
an envelope and sent it off! We just had Pat Bowley excite our group with
mindful stitching so I know of a number of projects coming to show and share
from that. The first 5 completed on a challenge are eligible for a small prize –
usually a wee kit that is mailed to them. Who doesn’t love more stash?

And now for something entirely different – we are holding our very first STASH SALE online auction. It will run for two weeks. We are not even using everybody’s stash right now
but we were the beneficiaries of some bundles and books. We found free software and will
let you know how it goes!
For Christmas our members are getting a wee surprise in their mailbox they can make for
themselves and the tree. Can’t tell you more yet ~
We are also planning to hold the EAC-acb Seminar in 2022 so lots of work ahead!
Gotta run!
Safe stitching!
Heather James
President, TGS and
2022 EAC Seminar Co-Chair
With Pia Kallas-Harvey
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD KITCHENER-WATERLOO

Submitted by Cathy Moore, ONN Rep
Members of CEG-K-W have not met formally, either in person or virtually since before the initial
pandemic lockdown.
Gardening for three seasons – a chance to escape the confines of our homes – was reportedly a
very important and enjoyable activity for many. Others were dealing with challenges of working
from home and child care concerns, while some of us, missing contact with our grandchildren, sent
out many pleas for more pictures of them, as a way of feeling closer to them in the absence of inperson visits.
Our members have had varying experiences keeping up with their stitching. But – for many –
stitching continued, and lots of it!
One member, being very proud of her new, expansive deck, took advantage of warm weather in
November to host a very small impromptu stitch-in, all the while wearing masks and keeping appropriate distances apart.
Another member, despite being very far from home in the early days of the pandemic, did not let
that deter her from several creative embroidery endeavours. The jean jacket was embroidered with
Celtic mythology symbols.

A few members have reported some success in completing their UFOs, as with this
butterfly that was begun about two years
ago with our stumpwork class.
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD KITCHENER-WATERLOO (continued)

Many members have reported doing lots and lots of crocheting, knitting and quilting. A couple of others have dabbled in water colour painting and other artistic projects. And of course, making many
many masks for family members and others.
These are matching quilts for grandkids and their baby dolls.

Here is an example of the popular jean patchwork embroidery from a very prolific member who successfully covered a hole in her jeans.
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD KITCHENER-WATERLOO (continued)

This is one of the Swedish weaving projects that kept our resident expert in that art form busy, along
with her other many talents of crocheting, knitting and quilting.

Quite a number of us have participated in a Christmas ornament exchange as a way of staying connected. Two members provided the bulk of the organization for that project. We are just in the midst
of finalizing the exchange.
This blackwork piece was stitched with a weekly pattern release from a stitch-a-long.
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD KITCHENER-WATERLOO (continued)

Many, many, MANY cross stitch examples kept fingers busy over the months – here are a few:
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD KITCHENER-WATERLOO (continued)
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD
Submitted by Alexandra Semeniuk, ONN Rep
December 2020
Since our last posting in July, the Scarborough Needlearts Guild has continued to provide
opportunities for Guild members to meet and stitch together both in person and virtually.
Throughout the summer months and into the fall, informal Friday morning Zoom get togethers were
set up which allowed members to drop in, keep in touch, enjoy each others’ company and share
information about what projects they were working on. Some members also organized in-person,
socially distant meet and share sessions in a local park while others maintained telephone contact
with members unable to take part in the Zoom or park meetings. The range of work undertaken and
completed over the past few months is indeed impressive. Descriptions and photos of some of
these ‘pandemic’ projects are included with this report.
In September the Guild began meeting again on Mondays, its regular meeting day. However, since
the community centre where the Guild normally meets is closed until further notice, the Monday
sessions are held on Zoom for those with access to the internet and last for about an hour.
Attendance has been good. Preparation of our monthly newsletter has resumed and business
meetings are being convened. As well, the Guild’s annual Christmas ornament project was
launched in early November and a number of members have already completed their ornament.
The pandemic has disrupted the Guild’s educational programs and the special social interactions
that occur at the meetings. Furthermore, the Guild’s excellent library, housed at the community
centre, is unavailable to us at the present time. Nevertheless, we look forward optimistically to 2021
to having a safe environment in which we can see each other again and stitch and learn together in
person. In the interim, we would like to share with ONN pictures featuring some of the activities and
projects that Guild members have undertaken within, and in spite of, the isolating environment of
COVID-19 and send our best wishes for a happy and healthy holiday season.
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

A small group of stitchers from the Scarborough Needlearts Guild met weekly under a tree in a park
near our homes. We each brought a chair, our lunch and any stitching we wanted to show. It was
an excellent way to keep in touch and to share any embroidery news we had. As the weather
changed, we added more layers of clothing so that we could meet as long as possible. If regular
guild meetings do not resume by early spring, we will be in back in the park under our adopted tree
even if we have to wear mitts and toques.

Marion
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)
Two years ago, having moved from our home of many years and distant from my home guild and of
a certain age, I decided that my teaching days were over.
Thanks to our daughter, I was able to attend guild meetings about once a month and continued to
stitch on my own.
I had acquired a lot of supplies in the many years of stitching and did not think I would ever be able
to use them all. During this time, my sister-in-law sent me a photo of a piece of embroidery
previously done at school by her 14-year-old grand-daughter, Madalyn. She received 100% for it,
loved it and did more.
Some time after I saw her piece, I was thinking that maybe she could use some supplies. I also
offered to help her with learning more stitches and she was delighted.
We got together for a preliminary meeting but since the lockdown came, we could not be together so
tried a Zoom meeting which was better than nothing. We have now had two or three Zoom
meetings and three in person (as of September).
She has learned many new stitches very quickly and wanted to learn a technique. I had an old
piece of Brazilian embroidery which I had taught several times that she would like to try. We
recently had a short lesson to get her started and I am delighted that, at the age of 16, she is really
proficient, especially since she has not done a lot of stitching or had much teaching.
I am enjoying the experience as much as she, have started her off with a supply of fabric, threads,
needles, etc and made a sewing book for her with some tools. It is good to never give up what is
enjoyable to you and helps another.
Dale L. Edwards
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

Recreating a needle book

Madalyn’s embroidery

Sewing book for Madalyn by
Dale Edwards
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

Pandemic Mask Challenge

The Toronto Bead Society (of which I am a member) challenged its members to create a beaded
mask. I was very frustrated with the topic as I don’t enjoy wearing a mask and I feel that the pandemic situation that we find ourselves in is fearful, isolating and deadly. When complaining about
the challenge to a friend she said that dedicating expensive beads to this cause would be a waste of
beads. I got to thinking, I don’t waste beads. If I am taking a class or experimenting with colours
and I don’t like the results I put these odd ball pieces in a box. I call them my bibbillybops. I decided that I would use these odd ball bibbillybops to create a pandemic art mask. The pandemic made
it impossible to purchase beads so I recycled the beads I had into something new.
Lisa Carlin
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

Two Pandemic Projects
The first is a design by Laura Perin on canvas from her collection of blossoms called Lily of the
Valley . It is a great exercise in counting and fun to do because of the variety of stitches and
shapes. The second is a design by Tanya Berlin on canvas with delightful snowflakes that we
know are coming in the next few months.
Barbara Leech
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

French knot butterfly – and flower. I have been doing small French knot pieces for quite some
time now. I love doing them. The flower is worked with leftovers from various projects. I had
intended, when I started the butterfly, to fill it completely as well but decided it would look too
heavy with the dark thread so did the lines and liked the look of it.
The piece, Taking My Time was offered through Virtual Threads by Natalie Dupuis and I decided
to be courageous and try it. I enjoyed doing it very much and, having leftover materials from it,
thought I would try designing a companion piece which I called Tempus Fugit.
The Hardanger piece was to be a journal cover designed for Virtual Threads by Carol Storie but I
turned it into a sewing book for a young friend.

The silk ribbon was a small piece for an in-house workshop given by Meagan Mather. We each
had a page of suggested designs but could put our own ideas into it.
Dale Edwards

(photos on following page)
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

All of these stitched in 2020
French knot butterfly and flower – designed and stitched by Dale Edwards,

TAKING MY TIME Designed by Natalie Dupuis. Stitched
TIME FLIES Designed and stitched by Dale Edwards

by Dale Edwards

HARDANGER SEWING BOOK Designed by Carol Storie, stitched by Dale Edwards
SILK RIBBON ORNAMENT – SNG WORKSHOP - interpretation by Dale Edwards
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)
Two happy and lighthearted projects completed by Angela Moreau, a birth announcement and a colourful
sampler -- perfect to offset the pandemic blues.
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)
Guild members are now well into making Christmas ornaments. Attached is a sampling of
ornaments completed by our members.

by Brenda Wilson

SNG’s 2020 Christmas ornament as
interpreted by Barbara Leech
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

SNG’s 2020 Christmas ornament by
Odette Birrell

by Siobhain Doyle
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SUDBURY DISTRICT QUILTING AND STITCHERY GUILD
Submitted by Roma Smith, ONN Rep
Dec. 2, 2020
The beginning of our new guild year has found us still locked out of our meeting headquarters, a
municipal community centre. Eager to keep connected and to ensure the continuance of our
guild, we started holding our meetings using the virtual platform Zoom. Not all of our members
have access to this technology but we have managed to connect with a significant portion of our
members. Since our first Zoom meeting in early October we have hosted two meetings with
professionals as our guest speakers. Of interest to stitchers was a presentation by Monika
Kinner, a textile artist from Saskatchewan. Monika spoke about her journey into embroidery and
explained how her craft has become her main source of income. She shared with us a few of her
thread painted landscapes of her prairie home. You might enjoy looking at some of her work.
You can find it on her website: www.mysweetprairie.ca.
We are thankful that our dedicated stitcher, Juliet McDonald, has stepped forward and set up a
programme to keep us stitching this year. She had us begin with stitching a Mystery Stitch Along
(SAL). Instructions are offered in four parts. She sends us instructions for each part, each
month, in our email; then, follows it up with a Zoom meeting to give us help and guidance. We
are also stitching ornaments for our Christmas ornament exchange. In the past, we would bring
a handmade ornament to our annual Christmas banquet. The ornament would be wrapped in a
plain paper bag with no name on it. All bags were placed on a table. After dinner, we would take
turns going up to the table to select a bag. If you brought an ornament, you could take an
ornament. The fun part was the surprise when you opened the bag. You didn't know what was
in the bag or who it was from until you opened it. This year we will have a modified version of the
ornament exchange. We will know who is going to get our ornament because you will have to
deliver it to them.
In the New Year we look forward to finishing our SAL bell pull and to trying our hand at
embroidering on voile.
Make the best of your COVID Coop-up and Stitch, Stitch, Stitch.
Merry Christmas!
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TRILLIUM EMBROIDERY GUILD

Submitted by Barb Angier, ONN Rep
FALL/WINTER 2020 Update

We have been continuing to meet monthly via ZOOM…… Really it’s
more of a show and share and a chance to connect with each other
during this challenging time.
For those who are participating, we also meet once a month to work
on our Alphabet sampler designed by Kim M. We are now up to the
letter N! At this rate we’ll finish by the end of June. I’ve enclosed a
copy of the finished inspiration piece as well as a few progress- to
date-photos.
Stay safe everyone…. And have a wonderful holiday season.
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TRILLIUM EMBROIDERY GUILD (continued)
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD GUELPH

Submitted by Judy McMullan, ONN Rep
Like so many other groups, CEG Guelph has had to forego in-person meetings for the 2020-2021
year.
To keep in contact with each other as much as possible, our fantastic newsletter editor has taken the
newsletter from a thrice-yearly publication to once a month. She has been getting support from
members with articles, web links, challenges and information about upcoming events (both within
the Guild and outside).
The Executive met back in August and made the decision to ask all members to pay the Associate
Member fee (about 1/2 our regular fee) and we were very pleased to find that almost all our members have signed up. We are at 74 members.
Though we don't feel we can effectively have an in-depth class like we've been used to, we can
meet up online and we have done so.
In September (I think it was), Cathy L hosted a parking lot event for the return of library materials.
Some members who didn't even have a library book, brought a lawn chair and a mask and stayed
for the social time. Our library is not accessible to us now so we will do without it for the year.
In September we held our postponed Annual General Meeting, including the reveal of our Brown
Bag Challenge results. The brown bags had cutoffs from bridal and formal wear. All the brown bags
had shades of blues and greens and aqua and sparkly whites such as the fancy lace. All had some
shiny embellishments. Some bags also had a few shades of yellows and golds and others had
some purples. There was variation in the bags for interest but all had the same basic 9 or 10 pieces
of fabric and the remaining 5 were the variations. The theme was "Water Fantasy".

by Nancy Fisher
by Nancy MacKinnon
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD GUELPH (continued)

Jellyfish: Dancing at the Prom

Mermaid Rising

by Sue Ronchka

by Judy Eckhardt

Jellyfish Blues

Underwater Fantasy

by Jennifer James

by Helen Baker
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD GUELPH (continued)
n October we had a talk from Judy Eckhardt who has been taking a series of Crazy Quilting classes
online. Judy talked about stitches, threads, ribbons, slips and showed us her creations.
Normally we have an extra class day in November and we make Christmas ornaments. This year
the team had so many good ideas that we ran Christmas workshops for both our November and December meetings. Each event had a choice of 3 ornaments. Patterns and materials lists were distributed in the monthly newsletter. Members then met online and went into smaller "breakout" rooms to
complete their ornaments and have a chat.

We'll continue the online meetings and have plans in place up to May of 2021 though we normally
finish classes in March and have our Open House in April.
People are definitely finding they enjoy seeing and hearing from other members in any way we can.
Here are some photos of what our members have been up to since March:
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD GUELPH (continued)

Pat Bowley writes: These are my daughter’s jeans, with
holes worn through on the inner thighs. First of all, I darned
the holes with my sewing machine to reinforce them. Next, I
patched the area using two styles of visible mending. The
patches are much larger than the worn spots. The thread I
used was Gutterman buttonhole twist, 100% polyester. I
have a very good book that I used as a reference since I
hadn’t done much of this kind of embroidery before: Mend
and Patch: A Handbook to Repairing Clothes and Textiles
by Kerstin Neumuller.

Rohini Gomez needle painted this lovely butterfly designed by Catherine Lorençon.

Ana Maria Kramer writes: The #108 issue (of Inspirations magazine) arrived 4 weeks ago. I was
intrigued by the “O Tannenbaum” project by Trish Burr. I showed it to Marsha and we decided to
stitch it in green on our regular Friday
Morning drop in time. Yesterday
11/13/2020 we finished. We did 2 different greens. Once we had the colors sorted we just stitched. It is not a
difficult project but it takes time to
stitch it using basic stitches and some
padded work. We had all the materials in our stash so no expenses. It
was so fun to stitch with a friend we
have planned another project. AnaMaria’s is on the left and Marsha’s is
on the right.
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OAKVILLE STITCHERY GUILD

Submitted by Hermien Venter, ONN Rep
Much like the rest of the Guilds, the Oakville Stitchery Guild could only meet online, but continued to
share their endeavours and stitching adventures with one another – albeit without hands-on sessions which proved too cumbersome to do.
Here are just a few examples:

Judith did some exquisite boro work
as per her three examples

Nancy created a giant moth.

Mary crafted magical bowls with fabric
and paper.

Barb created her bowls from cotton wool paper.
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OAKVILLE STITCHERY GUILD (continued)

Liz skeletonized a leaf (cooking it with washing soda
and gently washing away the pulp), and incorporated
that into an embroidery.

Debbie has been making sample projects as per a Danish group that she is a part of. She says
they’re easy to join on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1068750766807597/?ref=group_header.
May you have a wonderful festive season!
Hermien
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD

Submitted by Sheila McCoy, ONN Rep
Greetings to everyone – although not meeting, we are alive, well and progressing with our projects.
Let’s celebrate in 10 days’ time – the shortest day of the year (21 Dec) and from then on the days
will have more light, and we’ll be heading out toward summer.
Covid report : For ONN Guilds we should let you know that Cobourg was at the Green level for
the longest time. The town shut down our beaches, and I’m not sure whether the Marina allowed
US boats into the harbour – probably not. We started with 13 Covid cases, which rose to 40, and
in the last 2 weeks has gone to over 100 (131 as of 10/Dec), so now we are in the Yellow level of
living. Who would ever have thought that colours would dictate our lifestyles !!.
We were not keen on promoting Zoom meetings, because we are keeping reasonably in touch with
emails. Our Cheerer Uppers – Immy, Jillian, Susan are doing a royal job with jokes, gardening
items, items of interest, links to things we’d never dreamed of, videos of all kinds, but mainly keeping us all in mind and caring about us.
About 6 of the gals had a Stitch-in, but more like a “Chat-in” at Immy’s in the summer (14 July,
2020), and Patricia and a group of about 7 or so met at the Pavilion in the Park on 15 September;
it was a bit on the cooler side and I just missed that meeting because of another appointment.
In the meantime, Patricia (President), has been on the warpath to the Lions Centre, regarding our
missed dates for meetings, and how we are going to deal with the outstanding monies paid. Probably many Guilds have been in the same situation. Unfortunately, meeting possibilities are still out,
and 2021 isn’t looking so great either. If this affects the ONN 2021 Conference, we’ll let everyone know in good time. In the meantime we hope you are producing the “Challenge” project – just
in case !
Now to a display of projects accomplished…..
Annie Louise C. has just finished her winter wall quilt, as well as another one and a table runner.
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)
Of course Anne S. has put us all to shame…. She keeps churning out those little smocked dresses
and accessories as fast as a Bangladesh factory !!!

Not only that but she’s been doing cushions and quilts !!
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)

Eva McC has diligently worked on her counted cross-stitch project – a huge undertaking, but it is
finally finished and perfectly framed.

Jillian R-M had her Watercolour painting and Fabric Art piece selected to show in the Art Gallery of
Northumberland’s Juried Show – so BIG Congratulations to Jillian
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)

And very quietly Sue D sent in her finished project to the Australian Inspirations Newsletter No.
255,– just a lovely piece and Congratulations to Susan. Excerpt from Newsletter below.
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)

Our other Susan (with a C.) who is our “felting expert” put all her gnomes and little people on one
side and she too has just finished a project which started out as a Blackwork Design – but, knowing Susan she decided to “give it some colour” – and it turned out beautifully as a bookmark.

And a while ago, Teresa finished this lovely little birth commemoration for her niece in Virginia,
USA.

(Continued on page 36)
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)

I have finally finished the needlepoint part of a picture I started 25 years ago, but it is covered with
French Knots (snowflakes) – and when this is all done I will breathe a sigh of relief and claim to be a
French Knot expert !!

Members are not able to hug and console, but are thinking of these two ladies –
Barbara Kershaw has temporarily resigned her membership with us, as her husband is not in the
best of health, and Jillian R-M has just lost her twin.
We are all hoping 2021 will bring better news on the health and living front for EVERYONE !
In the meantime, masks on – shop local for support – go easy on the spending - and we’ll see you
all the other side of Christmas. Have a Good One !
Oh yes, and Carry On, Carrying On.
10 December, 2020 : smc
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EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH

Submitted by Fiona White, ONN Rep
November 28, 2020
Maintaining our Community
While all our guild activities were suspended in April, we were still hopeful that September would see
us being able to meet again. By August we were more realistic that our 2020-2021 year was going to
be very different! We decided to continue our regular general meetings on the third Wednesday of
the month, starting in October, using Zoom. It has been a learning experience for all, but with two
successful meetings now under our belt the executive is comfortable to continue with Zoom meetings for the remainder of the year, if necessary. Our usual December luncheon will be replaced by a
virtual sharing of Christmas ornaments using a slide show on Zoom. Rather than exchanging our ornaments we will be making them for ourselves.
In addition to our monthly general meeting, we have always held well-attended stitch-ins on three
other Wednesdays of the month. While we are missing those opportunities for sewing, socializing,
and helping each other, we have been sharing information and links through emails, and showing
what we have completed on our website. Our webmaster Tina Lubimiv has done an amazing job updating the site with the more frequent submissions, while also serving as our Zoom master. Our librarian Mary Anne Hammond has also been helpful in keeping us in touch through sharing books
and magazines. She lets us know when new issues arrive or notifies us of books that are relevant to
our program topics, which often results in items being passed along to members who want to read
them, including the opportunity for brief doorway chats!
Pictures of recent work are available on our website:
https://egpstitch.ca/pandemic-christmas-ornaments/
https://egpstitch.ca/show-and-tell-pandemic-projects/
Program Progress
Our program has progressed more or less as planned.
Our fall project is to make an embroidered box. Our
past president, Deb Blackmore, obtained the matting
to be used for the box forms from Kim Mather at
Kimat, and the matting kits were hand-delivered by executive members. In October Norah Jackson demonstrated the process for making the box sides on Zoom
and posted the instructions on our member sign-in area on the website. In November we shared our progress on our individual design decisions for our box and we can look forward to seeing a wide variety of boxes in early winter. Norah will be demonstrating how to stitch the boxes together at our January meeting, with the hopes that members will be able to share their designs by February or March.
Examples of boxes already completed by members in the past have also been posted to our website.
https://egpstitch.ca/home/program-and-calendar-of-events/
From February to June, we have decided to do a monthly postcard challenge. In February we will be
shown a single photo and then all members will be asked to interpret it in a 3x5 postcard to be
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EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued)

shown at the next meeting. This process will be repeated with new photos each month until June,
and possibly through the summer and into fall. It provides a wonderful opportunity for showcasing
different techniques and approaches by our members, as well as rich discussion when we share our
results.
Future Challenges
While we are fortunate that we have maintained our membership numbers for this year, we still worry what effect the disruption will have on our guild as we move on to 2021 and beyond. As we all reconsider the priorities in our lives will we want things to be the same as before, or will we want to
change them? Will we be able to meet on a weekly basis as we did before? Will the facility we have
used for many years still be available to us? Will the outreach activities we have been involved with
in past years, such as Fibre Fest and teaching opportunities, still be available? Being an election
year for our guild, will we be successful in filling vacant positions on the executive? What opportunities will we have for recruiting new members to maintain a vibrant guild? With over 40 years as a
guild we are confident we will find a way forward. We look forward to discussions within our guild,
and to hearing about what other groups in ONN are doing.
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NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD

Submitted by Heather Hollands, ONN Rep
We have a very talented secretary, who summed up our spring and early summer activities in prose:
The group met in June (I think), a way back when
The world is quite different, and COVID is certainly not our friend
We came together with things in tow, to Cori's house the group did go
Wearing masks and coats, bringing chairs and distancing,
We shared our experiences of a new world without any song to sing
Coffee, tea and a dessert of strawberries and cake,
Complimented our suppers in a bag, which were certainly first rate.
The wind brought a chill which blew through our hair
But the group was together, and we didn't care.
Like Miss Betty from Romper Room, Mar did the tally,
There was Lotte, Jane, Cori and Grace, I even see Kim , Libby, Heather and Tanoo,
The only one missing is Bonnie- boo hoo.
No prior minutes were read, as we were relaxed with ourselves,
Mar made a note on a scrap, which she then tucked on her shelves.
Grace gave a tally of the money's we own
Surely, she'll catch me to speed in person tonight and not on the phone.
A project bag by Kim, was tossed to me quick
One for each of us, and she makes them lickety split.
Libby filled our minds with the antics of Trump,
His latest and greatest while his country heads to the dump.
Lotte will hold on to the membership title,
Be sure to pay up, or she'll be on you like a throttle.
Heather provided ONN news, but briefly,
You can see all the updates via email, or so rather sweetly
After our eats, our past president, Jane,
Gave a speech of her time in office thus far,
And handed the torch to Cori with a harmonious roar.
We ended the evening with laughter and jokes
Packed up our chairs and said "Goodnight Folks"
Submitted by Marlene Robinson
Since that time in June, we have been able to meet on Mondays for our informal stitch ins. We meet
at Waterford United Church and are able to safely social distance. For once in our 35 year history,
we are grateful to be a small group of 10 members. At the church, we each have our own card table
that is social distanced in the gym, for our lunches. We stitch in the large parlour where, on most
days, there are 8 of us. We have also had our Wednesday evening meetings during the Fall as well.
Our programme consists of finishing projects for now. We ended our Fall session with a social distanced dinner at a local restaurant that could safely accommodate us.
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BRANT NEEDLE ARTS GUILD

Submitted by Helma Bos, ONN Rep

Helma reports that Brant has not been meeting since the pandemic lockdown. At this time they have
no itinerary for the next few months.
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UPCOMING EVENTS and NEWS
Royal Ontario Museum Special Offer for ONN Members
Save 15% off ROM Admission
Buy your timed tickets online and enter promo code: ONN2020
The Cloth that Changed the World: India’s Painted and Printed Cottons
On view through September 6, 2021
Made with novel cotton, vivid colours and exuberant design, the painted and
printed cottons of India changed human history; they revolutionized art, fashion
and science wherever they went around the globe. Featuring pieces from the
Museum’s world-renowned collection, and several important international
loans, this ROM-original exhibition explores how over thousands of years India’s artisans have created, perfected and innovated these printed and painted multicoloured cotton fabrics to fashion the body, honour divinities, and beautify palaces and homes.
Image Credit: Woman’s jacket. Made in coastal southeast
India for the Dutch market; used in Hindeloopen, Friesland.
Mordant-dyed and resist-dyed cotton, 18th century

What You Need to Know Before Your Visit: We encourage you to visit rom.on.ca in preparation for your visit to the Museum.
The ROM has rigorous health and safety protocols and measures in place for our visitors and staff, which is our top priority.
Buy your tickets online:
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/visit-us/tickets-hours?utm_source=promo-partner&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=ROM

Good news for those of us who like to shop Canadian. Kimat Designs now has an online store for
us to drool over. Check out www.kimatdesigns.com.
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ONTARIO NETWORK OF NEEDLEWORKERS
ONN Website
The ONN website can be found at onnguilds.ca. The main page is set up in a blog form so that notices and articles of interest can be found easily by members.
Submissions of articles, photos and events are welcomed and encouraged! Suggestions include:
book and exhibition reviews
tips and hints learned at a workshop
information about a shop
research about techniques, designs or materials
Send items to webmaster Judy McMullan at cegguelph@gmail.com or to the onncontact email
(below) and it will be forwarded.

ONN Contact Information
ONN Contact Helma Bos
Webmaster
Judy McMullan

Brant Needle Arts Guild
CEG Guelph

onncontact@gmail.com
cegguelph@gmail.com

Treasurer

Dianna Thorne

Toronto Stitchery Guild

onncontact@gmail.com

Newsletter

Vacant but the webmaster has been distributing the ONN reports in an email

Membership Year
The ONN membership year runs from June 1 to May 31.
The next Annual General Meeting will be hosted by Northumberland Hills Stitchery Guild
The ONN AGM is currently planned for Saturday May 29, 2021
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