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  CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD LONDON 

Submitted by Cheryl Wallace, ONN Rep 

On Saturday, June 3rd, CEG London just took part in “Join the Club”, an initiative sponsored by the 

London Public Library.  All clubs and local organizations had the opportunity to have a display table 

on the mezzanine floor of the main library building.  Open to the public, the displays gave 

organizations and groups a chance to create awareness about themselves, and their role in the 

community.  We had a number of people stop by our table to look at the items we had on display, 

talk about textile art, and take away a brochure for future reference.   It was a great idea – Many 

thanks to the folks at the library. 

We ended our year on a high note – Summer Workshop 2023 - June 5th to June 10th.  

The week started with Harriett Riddell and Free Motion Story Telling and ended with Bettina 

Matzkuhn teaching about the Poetics of Landscapes.  Both encouraged bringing a sense of 

freedom, self-expression, and creativity to textile work.  Participants emerged from the workshops 

re-energized.  

Even though formal classes and guild activities have ended, members continue to meet over the 

summer. Focus groups such as Slow Stitch on Paper, Felting, Solar Printing, Basket Weaving, 

Walking for Inspiration, Stitching a Pocket Garden, “Busy Bodies” (as presented in the Rachael 

Singleton workshop this year), as well as a Dyeing Day are planned for the summer months. These 

groups are facilitated by the members themselves. Other members are meeting to stitch in a local 

park.  

This summer heralds exciting changes for the London guild.  We are moving to a new location.  As 

of the end of August, we will be located at Westmount Presbyterian Church, Village Green Ave, 

London, ON.  While it may take some time to become fully familiar with our new surroundings, we 

hope that being able to access our venue every Thursday will allow us to be creative with the 

opportunities we will be able to offer our members in the coming Guild year.  Our new calendar 

show some of the things that are scheduled for the Fall. 
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Harriet Riddell Summer Workshop 2023 

Participants 

Harriet Riddell Summer Workshop 2023 
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  TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY 

Submitted by Lorna Anderson, ONN Rep 

Greetings ONN Members, 

Summer is here and hope you are enjoying it. 

Here are a few updates from the Toronto Guild of Stitchery (TGS).  Our members enrich the guild 

activities with members who so willingly help other members.  Presentations are made and 

workshops are organized. This includes members who make presentations and organize workshops.  

Recently these activities included Barbara Kershaw helping members with pulled thread stitches and 

Rosemary Marchant making a presentation on raised and 3D stitches. Catherine Monahan 

presented photos and gave a talk on the history of Royal 

School of Needlework and its anniversary exhibit. Dianna 

Thorne along with Diane Scott organized a workshop titled 

“Trees”.  Our membership is stable at 90 members.   Last 

year members appreciated a fee free year.  This year we are 

back up running and running at full speed with executive and 

committee positions filled. Diane Scott won the Leonida 

Leatherdale Award for an original design or adaptation at the 

EAC/ACB seminar, The Stitch Goes On, held in Winnipeg in 

June.  This fall two (2) retreats are offered to TGS members, 

one at Nottawasaga Inn Resort & Conference Centre and 

the second at Crieff Hills-Inn and Conference Centre.   

TGS member Lisa Carlin created a beautiful and unique 

beaded mask during Covid.  Congratulations to Lisa, her 

mask is included in the exhibit title "Breathe".  The exhibit  

continues to October 1st, 2023, at the Textile Museum of  

Canada, 55 Centre Street, Toronto.  This exhibition was  

organized by Natalie Bertin and Lisa Shepherd to showcase  

traditionally crafted masks demonstrating resiliency through  

21st Century pandemic. This exhibition has travelled across  

Canada for the past two years and the Textile Museum is the 

final showing. For details and tickets go to: https://textilemuseum.ca 

Many of our members attended a recent stitch day hosted by Kimat Designs.  Another stitch day is 

on offer on August 18, 2023 in Lemonville.  For details and registration go to:   

https://www.kimatdesigns.com 

Please enjoy images of embroidery by members.  Happy Stitching. 

Winner of Leonida Leatherdale Award at 

EAC/ACB Seminar 2023 for original or 

adapted design ‘What I learnt at Seminar’  

by Diane Scott 
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Iris 

by Diane 

Canvas Bowl 

by Diane 

Heather 

by Diane 

The Rainbow (d. Kate Barlow) 

by Pia 

Round Robin 

by Pia 



7 
ONN-Line Volume 41 Issue 1 August 2023 

TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY (continued) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canadian Stitchery 

by Pia 

Opus Anglicanum 

by Catherine 

Floral 

by Kristina 
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Stitch Bag  

by Pat (d. Peggy Kimble crewel work) 

Stitch Along  

by Pui-Ying 

Daffodils 

by Savita 
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 Phases of the Moon 

by Julia 

Stitching Set 

by Julia 

Stitch Along  

by Julia 
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  ASSOCIATION OF WHITEWORK EMBROIDERERS 

Submitted by Marion Brumwell, ONN Rep 

The main focus of recent meetings has been helping each other with Danish Hedebo projects 

designed by Jette Roy Finlay. We have included a photo of Hedebo Enchantment in-progress. This 

piece includes techniques form all the historical periods of Hedebo. 

Also included is a photo of a completed French purse, a Terri Bay design in Ukranian whitework 

and blackwork. 

In the fall a member will introduce an Italian needle lace technique, Aemilia Ars. 

The Simcoe County Museum has offered AWE meeting space for the rest of 2023. We look forward 

to our 13th year of learning whitework embroidery. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

French Purse  

A Terri Bay design in Ukrainian whitework and blackwork 
Hedebo Enchantment 

in-progress view 

by Julia 
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD 

Submitted by Alexandra Semeniuk, ONN Rep 

Greetings from Scarborough Needlearts Guild. 

After holding its Annual General Meeting on May 15th and its final weekly stitching session on June 

5th, Scarborough Needlearts Guild wrapped up its 2022/23 schedule of meetings at St Marks’ 

United Church. During the AGM, 3 priorities were identified that will guide SNG in the coming 

weeks: participation in the popular two-day annual Guild Alive with Culture arts festival on the 

grounds of Guild Park on July 22 -23; participation in St Mark’s anniversary celebrations in late 

October; and seeking other ways, in addition to these two events, to promote SNG and build 

membership. To this end a new guild flier has been created for strategic distribution. 

In April, SNG members returned to Elim Lodge for the guild’s annual retreat - a much anticipated 

time for stitching, learning and camaraderie. The stitching room and dining room were shared with 

the Trillium Guild which added to the fun and good times. So enjoyable was this stitching weekend 

that plans are underway to return to Elim in the fall. 

During the spring months, members carried on working on their own projects and/or on the guild’s 

group project - Mary Corbett’s Cotton Quartet needlecase. Also in April, a series of monthly mini 

workshops focussing on different stitching techniques was launched. Marion Brumwell introduced 

each workshop. The first one featured Hardanger. The workshop included a discussion of the 

technique, information about its origins and an exhibit of a wide range of completed works by 

experienced guild members who provided comments and answered questions related to their 

pieces and hardanger in general. Recommended resource materials from the guild’s library 

collection were also on display. Stumpwork was featured in a similar manner in May. Both 

workshops were very informative, enjoyed by all, and provided encouragement and help to anyone 

wishing to learn or practice these embroidery techniques. The monthly mini workshops will resume 

in September. 

SNG activities in May and June included 5 members attending Seminar in Winnipeg, others 

participating in Kim Mather’s stitching day and the beginning of informal, summer-long stitching get-

togethers every Monday in a local park, weather permitting. 

Our July report closes with photos of the Hardanger and Stumpwork displays assembled for the 2 

mini workshops. We wish you all a happy, restful and safe summer with lots of enjoyable stitching. 
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Hardanger Mini-Workshop  

 

Hardanger Mini-Workshop  
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Stumpwork Mini-Workshop  
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Stumpwork Mini-Workshop  
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  CANADIAN EMBROIDERER’S GUILD GUELPH 

Submitted by Judy McMullan, ONN Rep 

CEG Guelph has no formal meetings during the summer but we did appear in a couple of summer 

events. We had a display at the Fergus Fibre Festival in May and at the Fergus Medieval Faire in 

July. 

As usual, we will have a display in the Guelph Public Library main branch, during August. Our last 

summer display will be the Aberfoyle Fall Fair in September. 

We also sponsor an embroidery prize at each of the Fergus Fall Fair and the Aberfoyle Fall Fair. 

We want to encourage embroidery! 

We enjoyed our summer, outdoor stitching events so much last year that we had one in each of 

June & July and will have one at the end of August, too. Shown is a photo of the July group (minus 

the photographer, of course). Yes, the geese were very much around and kept us paying close 

attention to where we stepped! 

Class planning for the fall is almost complete and the list of courses will be on our website, 

cegguelph.ca, by mid-August. We'll have 6 offerings in the Fall and 6 in the Winter. Of course, we 

always have our "independent" group in each term for those who already have a stitching plan. 

 

 

July Stitch participants 

July Stitch participants 
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Submitted by Gemma Burke, ONN Rep 

Just as the birds and bees have been buzzing this summer so has the Oakville Stitchery Guild’s 

fingers have been itching and stitching this summer. In late April, we did a mini workshop painting 

on fabric using a variety of mediums with Aloe Vera. On May, we did a mini workshop using cheese 

cloth. For the month of June, we made fabric yoyos making flowers, sea urchins and etc. Wendy 

Nicholson from England has been keeping us up to date about her stitching adventures in London. 

We have a new member to the stitchery guild, Tina Salodevries, who recently taught a workshop. 

Our very proud long-time member Judith won a stitching challenge in Mississauga for the best 

handmade quilt. 

 

Painting fabric with a variety of mediums such as fabric paints, water colors, pencils, chalk, 

acrylic paints etc and mixing them with Aloe Vera. 

                    

Cheese Cloth mini workshop - cutting pieces of cheese cloth to match the shape of the image, 

layering the cheese cloth on the image like a gray scale picture. 

 

  OAKVILLE STITCHERY GUILD 

Fabric painted with 

variety of mediums 
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Yoyo project. Cut out round pieces of fabric and do a running stitch one to 2 inches from the edge. 

Can be used to make a variety of things. 

     

     

Wendy Nicholson’s recent art work from England. 

 

 

Yoyo project 
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Tina demonstrated what she can teach by showing us several of her creations of fabric on canvas. 

She uses clear gesso and incorporates fabric scraps. She collages, then can add acrylic paint and 

embellishes with stitches. You have to check how the fabric absorbs the paint, and you will use 

different sizes of brushes with quite firm bristles. For this workshop, you can use canvases and paint 

boards from the dollar store. Fabric scraps should be ironed, and you will need sharp scissors. 

    

Judith Veinot won a Frog on a Log reward for best handmade quilt. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD 

Submitted by Sheila McCoy, ONN Rep 

Greetings to All 

We are halfway through summer and are happy to report two more new members have joined us. 

Welcome to Emily G. and Jan I.  

Returning back to March 27, some of our members went on a visit with other Guilds’ members to 

Elim Lodge.  Immy sent us all some photos of the lovely work being done by others. It gives us all 

inspiration – Well done !. 

March 28 was our day to try Smocking. Many of us have admired Anne S’s wonderful children’s 

dresses for many years, but Anne inspired us to “give it a try”.   

Our project was a piece that could form a necklace.   It was harder than we realized, but we 

persevered and finished with some very nice pieces. 
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Front Back 

Smocking 

Workshop 
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Our sad news at the beginning of May was that Jillian R-M suffered a stroke.    

Immy kept us all up-to-date with her progress at the hospital, and now in other accommodation she 

is making good progress with therapy. We are hoping she will be able to join us for the start of our 

Fall session. 

On May 23, I missed a very interesting and informative presentation from one of our new members, 

Beth Willoughby, as she took the members through her artistic journey into Stitchery. 

I was busy making arrangements for the CAC Art Show at the Library.     

Beth signed up sitters for the Welcome desk for the Art Show…. Yes, she’s an artist as well as a 

great stitcher. I know her work, but not the stories she probably told the Guild members. Here is a 

sample of some of her work. 

 

         

 

Judy C. is not enjoying such good health and had to move from her house to apartment living, which 

is a complete change for her, and no stairs to cope with; her latest set-back is she is not allowed to 

drive… so will be looking for some lifts to our regular meetings in the Fall. Fortunately, she is right 

next to the Library, so can get over to see us there.  
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On June 13, we ended our 2022-2023 Season with our Annual General Meeting being held at the 

Dalewood Golf Course, Cobourg, where after the business of the Guild – announcements, future 

plans, and election of Executive members - we enjoyed a very nice Buffet luncheon.  

More items of “stash” were displayed, checked over, acquired for a donation, and everyone also 

went home with a hand-made thread catcher, made by Valika F-W. – a nice surprise for us all, and 

very useful.   Thank you, Valika. 

After Heather J’s initial negotiation with the Library, Immy has booked for us to continue to go on 

the alternative Tuesdays to what would be our regular meetings.    We get lots of talking, laughing 

and sewing done…. all around just one big table !! 

    

    

Our next venture was July 11, when about 12 of us descended upon Anne at Knowledge & Needles 

in Brighton.   We all really enjoyed being at her BIG table, swapping notes, and then having our 

lunch. 

After lunch we hit the store and stocked up on threads, patterns, needles and everything else we 

can’t get in Cobourg (our sewing shops are down to two and mainly for Quilters). 

It was great to meet up with Anne, her husband and the two doggies ! 

A great place to meet and shop.  Check it out :   https://knowledgeandneedles.com/ 
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Immy took on yet another job, and each month she sends us Birthday Greetings and some piece of 

wisdom through a quotation she has found…. lots of fun and we enjoy this communication. 

Currently the new / returning Executive are making big plans for the upcoming season, of which we 

will learn more about toward our September returning date. 

In the meantime, Immy (and her husband) are hosting our Guild, and from the sounds of it, some 

members of other Guilds, to a Pot Luck luncheon-Sew-in on August 11.    

She expects about 40-50 persons (bring your own chair !) and we are going to be treated to the 

“KimatMobile”. 

Kim Mather and her daughter, Meagan (Whitby) have set up a vehicle containing “everything 

sewing” – and we are looking forward to seeing this “Mobile Pop-Up Shop”. 

Almost last, but not least, we are hoping to get a display table at the Port Hope & District 

Agricultural Fair (14-15-16-17 September), and have sent out invitations to the people who entered 

the Draw last year (for a sewing kit).   Two or three of whom have indicated they are looking 

forward to seeing our display this year.     

This is successful networking, and hopefully we may get more members from this action. 

Sometime in the new season, we are hoping Anne C, will guide us through the making of a fabric 

basket.  We have made fabric boxes in the past, but this will be something to look forward to, and 

different. 

We are currently trying to choose a (public) location for World Embroidery Day (Sunday, 30 July) … 

parking and washroom facilities are the biggest challenge, as it is a Canadian long weekend !! 

We hope you are all as busy as we are, and will check in with our happenings in the Fall. 

Carry On, Carrying On. . . . . .. 
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  TRILLIUM EMBROIDERY GUILD 

Submitted by Marion Brumwell, ONN Rep 

This spring the guild partnered with the Scarborough Needlearts Guild for the annual spring retreat 

at Elim Lodge. 

Some members designed and stitched a French purse. See the photo of Marilyn’s creation. 

In June we participated in the Trillium Annual Themed Awards with two categories, original design 

and charted/adapted design. Both entries in original design are shown, Kim’s floral and Poppy’s 

winning piece. Another photo shows some of the charted entries. 

The guild has initiated get-togethers on the first Saturday of each month (every month of the year) 

in addition to the monthly Wednesday evening meetings (September to June). Guild members 

wanted more time for program and for stitching. 

In September there will be a silk leaf project to introduce the use of various silk threads. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

French Purse 

by Marilyn 
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  EMBROIDERER’S GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH 

Submitted by Fiona White, ONN Rep 

We kept busy with a variety of individual and group projects through the winter, and then they all 

came together for an even busier spring. 

SAQA Trunk Show 

We changed things up for our April meeting and booked a SAQA travelling trunk show through the 

SAQA Central Canada Region Rep.  We examined the 40 small pieces in the show by splitting into 

4 groups and then using guiding questions to prompt discussion about 10 pieces at a time. By the 

time each set of 10 had been examined by each group we had had fruitful discussions about what 

we liked or didn’t, and why, as well as how the artists had made design and technique choices. 

While not all the pieces included hand-stitching, there was lots for us to discuss about implications 

for our own work. Some of the techniques used were new to some of the members, but as is so 

often the case, there was usually at least one of our members who knew enough to explain it to 

others. For more information on the SAQA trunk shows check out 

https://www.saqa.com/resources/saqa-trunk-show. 
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Fibrefest 

EGP has participated in Peterborough’s Fibrefest since it began, and this year was the tenth show. 

It was held again this year on Mother’s Day weekend in the lower level of Peterborough Square. It’s 

a challenge to attract people to an indoor event at that time of year, but we were fortunate to have a 

booth near the front of the exhibit area, so had more visitors than last year. Our display was well-

received. We decided to include some “works in 

progress”, as people often comment that they 

couldn’t do what we do, and we thought seeing 

the “not quite finished” projects might help them 

realize that it is just “one stitch at a time”!  

We also did a reasonably brisk business of selling 

small items. This year we featured “bag-

tags”/“backpack buddies” created by our members, 

and some new, small embroidery kits.  However, we 

also had things left over from other years to give us 

a range of products for our sale table. It serves as 

our major fundraiser, and helps to subsidize our 

room rental costs. 

Myriorama 

We completed a myriorama as our collective project for display at the EAC seminar in Winnipeg. 

The inspiration came from an article in the Inspirations newsletter, and is a variation on an activity 

done in Victorian times, where individual pictures are created which can then be put together in a 

myriad of panoramas. We set out the basic parameters, provided the linen and threads for the path,  
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and fourteen of our members completed pieces. While we created one piece for display, the 

pictures are backed with Velcro so they can be moved around. We are looking forward to showing it 

again as part of a display we have been invited to put on at Hutchison House, a local living 

museum, this fall. 

Blackwork Workskhop 

Another May activity was a Blackwork workshop which was taught by our resident Blackwork 

expert, Norah Jackson. Norah adapted the design from this set she created this year with 

variegated red threads, so that the workshop participants could make a biscornu. Beginners worked 

on Aida cloth, while those with more stitching experience used even-weave linen. 

Eleven members took part, and we are looking forward to see what they produced at our first 

meeting in the fall.  

June 

We had our AGM in June this year, with some changeover in the executive, and then a lovely year-

end pot luck lunch with a display of our work. We were delighted to see that some members had 

managed to complete a project for our theme for the year “House and Garden”. 
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  NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD 

Submitted by Heather Hollands, ONN Rep 

Norfolk’s Own Needle Arts Guild continues to meet informally on every Monday for stitch ins, 

however our Wednesday evening business and project meetings are adjourned until September. 

Seven of our members attended the Embroiderers Association of Canada seminar in Winnipeg and 

thoroughly enjoyed it. Although we have not completed our seminar projects yet, many of us are 

working diligently to do so, as well as other projects. ( Below is a picture of a lovely sampler, 

stitched by Kim Smit on beautiful hand dyed Annabel fabric.)We have passed on our round robins 

for the last time. They will be completed over the summer and the unveiling will be at our first 

meeting in September. Plans are underway to have Naomi Smith come and teach her beaded 

poppy design in September. As well, we will begin a drawn thread sampler as a group project, 

learning as we go. 
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  BRANT NEEDLE ARTS GUILD 

Submitted by Barbara Cook, ONN Rep 

Brant Needle Arts Guild has been on hiatus over the summer but we are in the planning stage for 

the upcoming season starting in September.  Our preliminary plans include usual items such as the 

stitch-of-the month and a card exchange.   

This year, the plan is: TGIF (Thank goodness it's finished). Through the year, members can plan 

and complete a project in the technique of their choice that has been on hold or unfinished for a 

while. We will be sharing ideas and expertise as well as sharing our stash to help see the finished 

product.  
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ONN Website 

The ONN website can be found at onnguilds.ca. The main page is set up in a blog form so that notices and 

articles of interest can be found easily by members. 

Submissions of articles, photos and events are welcomed and encouraged! Suggestions include:  

✓ book and exhibition reviews 

✓ tips and hints learned at a workshop information about a shop 

✓ research about techniques, designs or materials 

Webmaster's remarks 

We now have Savita Patkar from Toronto Guild of Stitchery on board as the newsletter editor. Thanks, Savita!  

I'll continue to post reports on the website under "Member Pages" and Savita will gather them all together and 

get them to you in a newsletter which you can distribute to your members. 

We do appreciate it if you can also send the photos as separate images. Otherwise, we have to pull each one 

out of your MSWord or PDF document individually and then put them into the WordPress Library for the 

website. The report will show us where to insert each photo into the website page. 

These reports with their abundant ideas, web links, teacher info and fabulous photos continue to be an 

inspiration to all of us! 

--Judy McMullan 

 

ONN Contact Information 

Webmaster Judy McMullan CEG Guelph cegguelph@gmail.com 

Newsletter Savita Patkar Toronto Stitchery Guild savita_patkar@yahoo.com 

 

DEADLINE DATES  

Issue #1 by 25 July - for August 

Issue #2 by 25 September - for October – Next newsletter submission 

Issue #3 by 15 December - for January  

Issue #4 by 25 March - for April 

 

MEMBERSHIP YEAR 

The ONN membership year runs from June 1 to May 31. 

The next ONN meeting will be held online on the morning of 

Saturday October 14th from 9:30 – 11:30 am 

Discussion topics will likely include: Financial report, Reports from each guild, Format of the triennial fair, 

Host for triennial fair, Leadership structure for ONN, Date of next programming meeting 


