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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD LONDON

Submitted by Cheryl Wallace, ONN Rep

Even though it was summer, activities didn’t really cease at CEG, London. To start, we had several
“Focus Groups” where members got together to share an interest. Topics included:

Felting, Armchair traveling, Lace making, Stitching in the park and Paper Vessels.

Meanwhile our Education Planners secured volunteers to teach our fall and winter classes. In early
September, members found out which class they could join and begin collecting tools and materials
needed for the class. Our fall class lineup offers a wide variety of classes to members, both in-
person and online using ZOOM. Classes are offered on Thursdays, in the morning, afternoon and
evening.

Earlier this September we sent a small delegation to an annual London Public Library initiative
where clubs in town can provide information and meet up with potential members who might be
looking for a new hobby. Approximately 20 people expressed an interest in joining the Guild during
the day.

Summer 2024 also marks the end of our first year meeting in a new location, Westmount
Presbyterian Church. We learned, over the year, how better to offer what the members wanted,
which was mostly, more in-person meetings, more of the time. This coming year, therefore, we will
offer guild members four Guild days a month at WPC! Activities in person include classes twice a
month, a full guild monthly meeting (both on Zoom and in person) with a speaker, informal
gatherings to stitch together and various pocket learning opportunities such as “A Stitch a Month.”

Our monthly speaker series started in September, with a bang-up presentation by Michele
Carragher, the Embroidery Designer for Game of Thrones, House of Dragons, The Crown and
other outstanding series’. The remaining speakers this fall include:

« Alice Fox, West Yorkshire, UK, “Plotting” www.alicefox.co.uk This talk describes Alice’s
practice and how she uses her garden allotment as her focus, both for creative inspiration and as a
source of inspiration.

*  Lucy Martin, London, UK of Hand & Lock, handembroidery.com Hand & Lock is London’s
premier embroidery house providing embellishment services to the royal family, design houses, the
armed forces and members of the public. Lucy will describe and show her company’s work.
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD LONDON (continued)

Finally, our Summer Workshop Planners have selected Julie Garcia and Carolyn Parks to be
instructors for Summer Workshops in June 2025.
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TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY

Submitted by Audrey Chaput, ONN Rep

Hello ONN Members,

The Toronto Guild of Stitchery TGS resumed regular in person meetings on September 5th after a 2-
month long summer break. TGS has Regular Business Meetings the first Thursday of the month,
and FIFI (“Find it, Finish it”) is the third Thursday of each month at both 10am and 7PM - all hybrid
(in person and on zoom)

Check out our website above for events. Effort is being made to integrate zoom more seamlessly so
that our members from home are able to see the speaker and participate more easily.

On September 21st we enjoyed a Stitch in Public Event at the Duke of York Pub near Bloor St &
Avenue Rd. Several members enjoyed sharing a meal, drinks and then stayed a while to stitch! It
was a great way to get everyone back stitching after a summer break.

There is a lot of planning underway for the TGS 50th Anniversary as a guild in 2025. We are super
excited that Jennifer Robson, the author of The Gown will be coming November 15th, 2025 for the
TGS gala luncheon at the Islington Gold and Country Club.

TGS offers Programme after the monthly business meetings. This September we embellished wool
felt polar bears. In October we will be learning about Ecclesiastical Stitching; November - Rosemary
Marchant is presenting shadow work; December - we will be making Christmas ornaments. These
programme meetings are always a great way to work with our other guild members and continue
learning together.

We hope to share some samples of members’ projects from the Mike Parr: Elizabethan Cherry Tree
workshop happening on September 28 - 29th in the next ONN Newsletter.
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERER’S GUILD, KITCHENER-WATERLOO

Submitted by Lea Wright, ONN Rep

Welcome to a new year of stitching with the Kitchener-Waterloo branch of the Canadian
Embroiderers’ Guild at the Grace Mennonite Brethren Church located at 546 Belmont Avenue,
Kitchener. We will be starting our meetings on September 3, 2024. Meetings will be from 7 to 9pm
as per previous years. Parking is available at the back of the church. September 3rd will be
registration, show and tell, any announcements that may be available. | am looking forward to the
gathering of the stitchers. So nice to be surrounded with people of like mind. Bring along a project
to work on as well as any projects you may want to show the group.

During the summer we have held a number of stitch-ins at members’ homes and the Stanley Park
Library. On June 15th we gathered at the home of Anna Rose, and on July we gathered at Hillary’s.
Both days held sunshine, stitching and conversation. Always good on a Saturday in the summer. In
August we gathered at the Stanley Park Library to stitch and show people wandering the library what
our guild does.
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ASSOCIATION OF WHITEWORK EMBROIDERERS

Submitted by Marion Brumwell, ONN Rep

Members of the Association for Whitework Embroidery await news from the Simcoe County
Museum about meeting space for 2024-2025.
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD

Submitted by Alexandra Semeniuk, ONN Rep

SNG’s 2023-24 schedule of weekly meetings formally ended in early June. During the summer we
got together, weather and holiday plans permitting, at our usual Monday morning time in a local
park. Other opportunities to stitch together included: attending Kim Mather’s popular stitching days;
participating in the annual, two-day “ Guild Alive with Culture” festival on the grounds of the historic
Guild of All Arts; and, a guild social hosted by Karen Boniface. While we enjoyed coffee, tea and
sweets, members working on the year-long Round Robin project discreetly carried out their next
exchange. Those of us not participating are looking forward to when all is unveiled sometime during
the winter months. Towards the end of the summer break, we all received the second issue of
Snippits, the guild’s e-newsletter created by Janice Lunan.

On September 9th, president Janet MacKay welcomed Scarborough Needlearts members to the
first meeting of our 2024-25 season. Joining us now are two new members. Janet mentioned some
of the plans for this year such as preparations for our guild’s 50th anniversary in 2026 and
implementing new ways to reach out to our community neighbours. Sylvia Wilkins and Marion
Brumwell are our program coordinators. They will be using technology to bring us educational
programs available on youtube and arranging in-person presentations as well. Marion Brumwell
also described the EAC group project called Joy by Kathryn Drummond which uses the Punto
Antico technique. It is at the intermediate to advanced level. About 7 members have obtained the
instructions and are underway.

At the September 16th meeting, Kim Mather of Kimat Design was our speaker. Besides tellingus
her story of how she got involved in stitching and then establishing her business, Kim also set up a
small pop-up shop, greatly appreciated by members needing supplies. Our September schedule
closes with the annual retreat at Elim Lodge where members of SNG and the Trillium Guild will
gather to stitch and enjoy each others’ company surrounded by beautiful fall colours.

The enclosed photos give an idea of what SNG members have been up to. We hope you enjoy
them.

Best wishes to all during this season of Thanksgiving.
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SCARBOROUGH NEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

Judy Chen - Inspired by an embroidery designed by Vima de Marchi

Michell with lovely tassels which Judy says were fun to make. The
pattern for the grapes was taken from Inspirations.

Marian Moorshead - Petite Scissor holder -
band of beaded embroidery on a wooden
spool handcrafted by Richard Pikul
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SCARBOROUGH NEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

Siobhain Doyle - Needlecase design by
Mary Corbett

Siobhain Doyle. Young Owl - Short and
Long stitch design by Tanya Berlin

Sylvia Wilkins - Family Wedding
Present
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SCARBOROUGH NEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

Marion Brumwell - Ayrshire Whitework ornament

Scarborough Needlearts - Summer Social
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OAKVILLE STITCHERY GUILD

Submitted by Gemma Burke, ONN Rep

Oakville Stitchery Guild wishes everyone a happy fall season.
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SUDBURY DISTRICT QUILTING AND STITCHERY GUILD (SDQSG), SUDBURY

Submitted by Mavis Brown (of CEG Guelph)

My husband and | have just returned from camping north of Sudbury. | was in touch with Roma
Smith, a member of the Sudbury & District Quilting & Stitchery Guild, and arranged to meet while |
was in the area.

Roma arranged for an absolutely delightful afternoon with half a dozen stitching ladies from
Sudbury area. We had a show and share time, and snacks, in the beautiful park by the lake in
downtown Sudbury. We met on Saturday July 27th but agreed it was our contribution to World
Embroidery Day. Many people passed by as we sat under the trees and enjoyed talking stitchery.
The ladies were accomplished in a variety of techniques. | was inspired by the work | saw.

I want to thank Roma for arranging such a lovely afternoon for us.
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD

Submitted by Carol Ward, ONN Rep

Neither rain nor shine nor that last blast of summer heat was enough to keep the Northumberland
Hills Stitchery Guild down!

For World Embroidery Day (July 30th)
we gathered in our local library’s
wonderful outdoor space to stitch and
chat.

We had a good turn out and the
weather was perfect. Perhaps we
chatted more than we stitched, but that
happens a lot when we get together. It
was still a fun way to spend the day!

There was also a large turn out on August 13th for Immy’s annual potluck garden party. The tables
all but groaned under the weight of all the food people brought, and the weather was once again
perfect.

Following this, on August 18th, we made our annual trip to Lang Pioneer Village for a stitching
demonstration. This time the weather wasn’t in our favour as it rained most of the morning, but they
gave us a lovely space inside the Weaver’'s Shop, which we shared with the Northumberland Rug
Hookers.
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)

There was good lighting and best of all, air conditioning! This was especially welcome as we were
wearing our costumes.

Sheila M. wowed everyone with her Brazilian embroidery, although | suspect not many pioneer
women would have had the time for work so fine and complicated.

Our first meeting back after the summer 2024 break was on September 10th at the Cobourg
Memorial Temple (aka the 1.O.O.F. Hall). I'm not sure how much stitching was done, but it was nice
to see everyone again.

Next, we had the Port Hope Fair, September 12th — 15th, where we were invited to set up a
demonstration table. The NHSG sponsored prizes for three of the needlework categories: Counted
Embroidery, Surface Embroidery, and a Needlework Challenge which consisted of a sampler with a
minimum of 12 different stitches, including straight stitch, satin stitch, French knot, feather stitch,
chain stitch, and blanket stitch.
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)

Our own Cathie O. took first place in the Counted Embroidery with her magnificent 12 Days of
Christmas and Immy L. won first in the Needlework Challenge.

Cathie O. also came in second for her Surface Embroidery, with Sue D. coming in second for the
Needlework Challenge:
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)

We manned the demonstration table in shifts and presented a variety of stitching techniques. There
was a lot of interest in what we were doing, and we hope this will lead to an increase in
membership this fall.

Never ones to rest on our laurels, we have many events/workshops planned for the Fall. We had
such a fun time with our floral blackwork stitch-along, that Cathie O. agreed to organize another
one. This time we’ll be doing miniature frames in blackwork.

On October 5th Susan C. and Patricia N. will be running a Beginner Embroidery Class at the local
yarn shop Yarn It! And on Tuesday, October 29th we’ll be headed off on a one day stitching retreat
at the beautiful EImhirst Resort. And finally, on November 30th we’ll be taking part in Cobourg
Creates, at the Cobourg Library.

In between these events we’ll have presentations by guest speakers, a Christmas Tree Ornament
workshop, and a Ribbon Embroidered Christmas Ornament workshop.

Whew! | think we’re going to need the break for the holidays after our Christmas Luncheon on
December 10th!
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EMBROIDERER’S GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH

Submitted by Fiona White, ONN Rep

Botanical Printing and Dyeing

We scheduled a long-promised workshop on botanical printing and dyeing for July. The interest in
it was higher than expected, so we ran it twice, on consecutive days. We ended up with 16
members each going home with a silk scarf, and a number of smaller pieces suitable for stitching.
They all wore their scarves for our first regular meeting in September.

-
ML
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EMBROIDERER’S GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued)

President’s Summer Challenge

Our summer stitch-ins were not well attended this year, as our members were busy with other
things. Turns out they were also busy stitching! The President’'s Summer Challenge was to make a
“Small” or a “Small Project”. A “Small” was a new word to some of us - an embroidered item made
to hold stitching tools or otherwise help with the stitching process: pin cushions, needlebooks,
scissor fobs.
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EMBROIDERER’S GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued)

Small projects
completed

Linda’s small project
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EMBROIDERER’S GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued)

Helen’s needlecase - inside Helen’s needlecase - outside
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EMBROIDERER’S GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued)

Come Back Often Celebration for Deb Blackmore

Ouir first regular meeting of the 2024-25 year was a busy one! We kicked off our program, including
our new collective project “Colour Play”, held a “Trash to Treasures” display, welcomed two new
members, and viewed the items created for the summer challenge. And then we culminated the
meeting with a surprise party for member Deb Blackmore. Many long-time ONN and EAC members
will know Deb, as she has been very active in the needlework community.

She has been the heart of our guild for many years, serving on the executive, teaching, being the
leading force for our community outreach (including our involvement with Fibrefest), and just
generally being always generous with her time, her expertise, and her materials. Deb is moving to be
closer to her daughters, but has opted to continue to be a member of our guild, and is planning to
get back for as many meetings as she can. However, we wanted to celebrate all she has done for
the guild so we held a “Come Back Often” party. As our meeting wound up, our pot-luck dishes
magically appeared, and though we shared a few tears, we also shared lots of stories - including the
tale of the epic trip Deb organized to visit Hampton Court.
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NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD

Submitted by Heather Hollands, ONN Rep

Our guild began our new year with the business meeting, held on September 11, 2024. We
continue to meet every Monday for informal stitching at Waterford United Church, except on the first
Monday of the month when we meet at the home of Kim Smit. Our evening meetings are on the
second and fourth Wednesdays from 7-9 pm at Waterford United Church.

At our first evening meeting, we were to bring stitchery projects that have been recently completed.
Some of them are pictured below. Our task for our next meeting was to bring things for our annual
N.O.N.A.G stitch auction. It is a fun evening, where each member brings wrapped gifts, one being a
fun or gag item and the other something from your stash that you are willing to part with that is
useful. Members then bid on the items with the proceeds going to our guild for future use. It is an
enjoyable evening and a great way to start the year.

Our programme for the future is open right now, as many of us are still working on the drawn thread
sampler. Another round robin has been suggested for future consideration.

Respectfully submitted.
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NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD (continued)
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NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD (continued)
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BRANT NEEDLE ARTS GUILD

Submitted by Barbara Cook, ONN Rep

Brant Needle Arts Guild has started their new season of stitching with the first meeting held at Glenhyrst on
September 18th. It was great to see everyone again and catch up on what everyone has worked on over the
summer. As a small group with an informal program, we discussed our plans for new projects and
techniques to be tried. We also began discussion on a show that will be held at the Glenhyrst gallery in 2026

Through the season, we will continue with our usual program items that includes a stitch-of-the-month, show
and tell, and a card exchange. Members will also work on their individual projects.
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BRANT NEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)
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UPCOMING EVENTS

OAKVILLE FIBRE ARTISTS

Started in 2011, the Oakville Fibre Artists are a creative and collaborative group of 30 individuals
who are inspired by all things fibre. Many of our artists pursued formal art education and training,
while others achieved ongoing learning through workshops and continued ‘traditional’ textile-based
practice.

This blend of experience has created a melting pot of dynamic ideas and methods such as fabric
dyeing, layering textiles, slow stitch and various ways of manipulating the textile surface. Today, our
work continues to evolve and although we maintain our foundation in fibre, we have added in other
techniques such as eco dyeing, wet and needle felting and recycling clothing.

This year our 5th annual show of over 100 pieces of work will be on display at Queen Elizabeth
Park Community and Cultural Centre in Oakville from September 21 to October 16, 2024.

NOTTY WEEKEND

The Toronto Guild of Stitchery is holding another retreat this November at Nottawasaga Inn and
Resort. We are opening the invitation to other guilds and would love to share this exciting weekend
with your guild!

Another TGS Retreat at the NOTTAWASAGA RESORT !

https://www.nottawasagaresort.com/

November 8, 9 and 10, 2024
Stitching: Available Friday from 9am - Sunday 4pm.

Meals on-site include Friday Dinner, Saturday breakfast, lunch and dinner and a special Sunday
brunch. Tea/coffee are included at no charge with your meals.

*Friday lunch may be purchased and paid for at the time, but must be reserved ahead by calling
705 435 5501

Private Rooms with included meals $700.83

Shared Room with included meals $565.23

Free parking and WIFI

We need 18 rooms booked for this to be a “go” so if you are interested, send your payment to TGS
Treasurer. Please e-transfer to TGSTREASURER@tgsweb.ca with NOTTY in the comments (or
if by cheque, please post to Dianna Thorne).
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Refunds are per the TGS policy at https://tgsweb.ca/members/TGS_ constitution.pdf

The famous Sugar Plum Fair will be at the same venue this weekend - as guests at Nottawasaga,
we get special price entrance.

If you have any questions, please send me an email at poppypb@msn.com or call 905 259 9873.

Come join us for a Notty Weekend!

QUILTS: MADE IN CANADA at The ROM

Now at the ROM is Quilts: Made in Canada, on view June 29 to
November 17, 2024. This new exhibition highlights some of the
most visually intoxicating examples of artistry, community, and
sustainability made in Canada: quilts.

We would love to welcome back the Ontario Network of
Needleworkers audience to visit ROM and take advantage of the
offers below!

Save 15% off ROM Admission Offer

You, your families and friends can save 15% off ROM admission,
with promo code ONNROM, to art, culture, and nature. Enjoy
Quilts: Made in Canada as well as our permanent galleries
including the ROM-original exhibition, Wild Cats and more.

We encourage you to upgrade your visit with one of our popular guided tours — including Quilts:
Made in Canada. Promo code is valid until Nov 17,
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ONTARIO NETWORK OF NEEDLEWORKERS

ONN Website

The ONN website can be found at onnguilds.ca. The main page is set up in a blog form so that notices and
articles of interest can be found easily by members.

Submissions of articles, photos and events are welcomed and encouraged! Suggestions include:

v" book and exhibition reviews
v tips and hints learned at a workshop information about a shop
v research about techniques, designs or materials

Your reports are posted on the website under "Member Pages". The newsletter editor will gather them all
together and get them to you in a newsletter format, which you can distribute to your members. If you have
something to report between newsletters, your report can be posted on the website at any time. If you have
news of an open workshop, trip or the like, the news can be posted to our blog at any time.

We do appreciate it if you can also send the photos as separate images. Otherwise, we have to pull each one
out of your MSWord or PDF document individually. The report will show us where to insert each photo into
the website page.

Webmaster’s report

I've been administering the ONN Website for a few years now. At the time | began, we had lost the password
for our ONN email. So, | used the CEG Guelph email to communicate with the various guilds. I'll be leaving
the post of CEG Guelph webmaster so will no longer have access to the cegguelph@gmail.com email
address. So, I've decided to give up on the old ONN gmail address and I've created a new one for the ONN
webmaster. It's quite long but should be easy to remember! ontarionetworkofneedleworkers@gmail.com

I'm hoping that you only have to type it once when you put it into your email address book! So, from now on,
please use ontarionetworkofneedleworkers@gmail.com when sending in your ONN reports.
--Judy McMullan, ONN Webmaster

ONN Contact Information

Webmaster | Judy McMullan | CEG Guelph ontarionetworkofneedleworkers@gmail.com

Newsletter | Savita Patkar | Toronto Guild of Stitchery| savita_patkar@yahoo.com

DEADLINE DATES

Issue #1 by 25 July - for August

Issue #2 by 25 September - for October

Issue #3 by 15 December - for January — Next newsletter submission
Issue #4 by 25 March - for April

MEMBERSHIP YEAR
The ONN membership year runs from June 1 to May 31.
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