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Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild, London

Toronto Guild of Stitchery

Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild, Kitchener-Waterloo
Artisan Retreat for charity in Belleville on Sat April Association of Whitework Embroiderers

5th from 9-4:30. Bring your own project. One table Scarborough Needle Arts Guild

per person with lunch & drinks included. $50 Contact Norfolk's Own Needle Arts Guild

Nancy - nwickson@gmail.com - for full details.
Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild, Guelph

Peterborough Weavers & Spinners Guild Fibre Arts Oakville Stitchery Guild

Festival & Sale in on Sat Apr 12 from 10-4 at the Northumberland Hills Stitchery Guild
Peterborough Sport and Wellness Centre. see Trillium Embroidery Guild
www.ptbo-hwsg.com/events/fibrefest for details. Embroiderers’ Guild of Peterborough

Norfolk’'s Own Needle Arts Guild

Canadian Embroid "’ Guild Guelph O H
anadian Embrolderers &ul uelph Dpen House Sudbury District Quilting and Stitchery Guild

Brant Needle Arts Guild

and Display of Work will be Tuesday April 15 from 1-

5 pm. Over 50 artists displaying. Free parking, tea

room, free admission. 55 Devere Drive, Guelph. Details at cegguelph.ca

Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild London Showcase- show of members’ work. Fri Apr 25 from 2-8 and Sat
Apr 26 from 10-5. 521 Village Green Ave, London. $5 admission

We received the following info from Bronte Creek Provincial Park:

We are holding a Knot Just a Knit in Public day on June 14, 2025.

We are looking for vendors/groups to display and demonstrate their skills. Selling is allowed with
approved vendor agreement. Please reach out to sheila.wiebe@ontario.ca if you would like further
information. Needlework and embroidery, tatting, lace work, etc all count!
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfCwrUuOhts3xM3Rd3VAQry9N_6Ig1WFmUNN5_GtORqYU
yCmA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, LONDON

Submitted by Jess Blackmore, ONN Rep

Well, it's been, and continues to be a real winter this year, including Snow Days. Yes, we have had
to cancel more than once this winter, but fortunately, we have meetings of some kind every
Thursday, so that takes some of the sting out of the odd cancellation.

Lecture Series

In January, we heard from Cas Holmes, Norfolk UK, on “embroidering the everyday.” She is one
the UK’s most renowned textile artists who has written several books including, Stitch Stories:
Personal Places, Spaces and Traces in Textile Art.

In February we listened to Susan Purney Mark, from Vancouver, BC. Her lecture was entitled Cloth
to Codex. Susan brings her experience in dyeing, screen printing and image transfer to create
unique and unusual book forms on fabric. She showed us a remarkable selection of book forms,
made from a wide variety of materials.

For our full speaker program, please refer to:
https://ceglondon.com/programs/docs/GuestSpeakers-2024-2025b.pdf

Classes

Our winter classes this year include such topics as Visible Mending, Paper Piecing & Pattern
Making, Fibre Emballage, Felting & Surface Design, Textured Weaving, and Hungarian Written
Embroidery to mention some. They all seem to be running smoothly and enjoyably.

For class descriptions, please see: https://ceglondon.com/programs/docs/Winter2024-
2025Classes-2024Nov17.pdf

In early January we also enjoyed a full “Inspiration Day” workshop on making Inchies, Twinchies
and Moos. There was a palpable delight in the air, to be together, in person, at last. We have had
so few opportunities since Covid to do this. It was terrific to be together. | think we could have sat
around all day tying our shoes and we’d have been happy :D But actually, the two members who
offered the workshop had spent a good year making preparations. All materials were provided and
the range and creativity of how people responded to the format was remarkable. We’ll be displaying
more of these at Showcase.

So, here are some photos of work done in the fall classes and Inspiration Day past:

ONN-Line Volume 42 Issue 4 April 2025



CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, LONDON (continued)

* Liz Bell - Upcyaiing Denim

Figure 2 - Left: Liz Bell, Upcycling Denim. Right: Ann Steckley-Dias Hoop Weaving

Other Monthly Activities

Apart from the monthly business meeting and the speaker, there are other ways to stay involved
with our Guild. We hold classes, as above on two of the Thursdays of the month and on the other
we offer popup presentations or workshops, presented by guild members for guild members. Each
month we also have a “Stitch of the Month” session, where participants have a chance to explore
what they may at first have thought was a familiar stitch. But during the afternoon, they learn to
explore many of the variations and optional ways of utilizing the stitch.
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, LONDON (continued)

And in addition to Stitch of the Month, recently we have had popups on what to do with UFOs
(unfinished objects), ways to finish your work for display or storage and we’re just about to have
one on Hexies.

Our new Project, the Whisper Challenge, continues until early April. The idea, borrowed most
recently from the Grand Guild of Fibre Artists, but was originally based on a challenge done by the
SAQA Fergus Pod. Like the children’s game of Broken Telephone, the first artist is given a photo to
inspire a textile work. About a month later, the 2nd artist is given a photo of the first textile work to
use as inspiration. Third, fourth and maybe fifth iterations follow. No one but the first artist sees the
original photo, and all of the art works are hidden/saved, for a final reveal at the end of the chain.
We plan to display the finished pieces at our Annual Showcase of Arts.

Annual Goings on
: And speaking of Showcase, after our successful revival
TEHILEAHEEHHWCAEE of Showcase, our annual art show, held in April 2024
(anadian Embroiderers’ Guild, London for the first time since Covid, we will again be hosting
Friday April 25 28 our annual show of members’ works in the April 2025
Saturday April 6 104 Showcase, to which all are invited.

Wetrmonnd Preshyienan Carh
58 il Green dre Loaida
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Summer workshops also continue in June, with two
different, three-day textile workshops. For detailed
information about the workshops, please see:
https://ceglondon.com/programs/workshops.php

The Felting workshop offered by Carolyn Parks is full
now, but there are still a few spaces in FABRIC
LANDSCAPES: Concept to Completion, June 2-4, 2025
taught by Julie Garcia of Winnipeg. Consider joining us

for this exciting workshop.

We continue as well, with our outreach programs. So far this winter we have provided about 50
toques to local school children, that are knitted by volunteers from the membership, using donated
yarn and patterns.

Well, thanks for reading CEG London’s late winter update. Speak to you again in a few months.
Jess Blackmore, Communications, CEG London. https://ceglondon.com/home.php
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TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY

Submitted by Audrey Chaput, ONN Rep

It was a winter of limited transportation with all those snow storms and crazy weather. So it was
good that we had some interesting programmes lined up!

Programme:

e January: Sunshine & Shadow card inserts -- blackwork and more. We were given kits to make a
greeting card in either blackwork or cross stitch to contribute one to the Sunshine and Shadows
Greeting Cards for members celebrating or needing some cheering up.

e February: TGS Book Club- members shared favourite books, patterns and magazines. A list of
authors and titles was added to the guild website.

e March: Bayeux stitch pattern: how to make a knot bag using a tea towel.

Several TGS members created leaves for the Reflections of Ourselves Exhibition: 115 leaves
celebrating the rich cultural heritage of Canadians. It was on exhibit from January 11 - March 1,
2025 at King Heritage & Cultural Centre, King City. Check our Tracey Lawko’s website for more
details and to watch the documentary: https://www.traceylawko.com/maple-leaf-project/

February Stitch Day and Stash Sale: members stitched, chatted, enjoyed snacks and plundered
the treasure trove of items available to take home and add to our “to be worked on” lists. There was
a display of completed previous stash sale purchases. Congratulations to Diane Scott on her
submission: Winner of the Viewer’s Choice Award!

February: some members went to the ROM to view the Quilt Exhibit https://www.rom.on.ca/whats-
on/exhibitions/quilts-made-canada which has inspired more of us to attend the Etobicoke Quilter’'s
Guild - Quilt Fever 2025, March 28 & 29. See: www.etobicokequiltersguild.com for details

March 15th: Another successful Saturday afternoon Stitch in Pub was held at the Duke of York in
Toronto, preceded by a tour to the Bata Museum on Bloor Street.

March 22nd: TGS member Dianna Thorne hosted an EAC speaker series featuring: Japan Textiles
and Craft Tour Presentation.

Upcoming Textile Artist Speaker at May meeting: Alessandra Abballe, Bachelor Fine Arts, TMU
is an image-based artist and arts educator, and currently a Masters of Fine Arts, Visual Arts
candidate at York University (2025).
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TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY (continued)

EAC Seminar May 12 -18th: Stitching Under the Arch. Several members travelling to Calgary May
13 - 18th. Two of TGS’s members are facilitating 2 - 2 Day Classes:

Twilight Clutch — Diane Scott Amber and Amethyst Caddy — Diane Scott

Celtic Wood Duck — Pat Armour Fantasy Bird — Pat Armour

TGS is celebrating 50 years!! Lots of interesting activities are in the works. We are starting the
celebrations with a 50th Anniversary Sampler Round Robin. Groups of 10 stitchers will choose a
theme and create a unique piece of embroidery in the form of a sampler, using either surface
embroidery or counted thread. Groups will start in the summer 2025 to be completed by May 2026.
We will post the final projects in 2026.
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERER’S GUILD, KITCHENER-WATERLOO

Submitted by Lea Wright, ONN Rep

Winter was a quiet term for the KW chapter of the Embroiderers Guild!

We have been working steadily on our colour block canvas work project along with name tags and
personal projects.

Now that the snow is gone we shouldn't have to cancel any meetings as we transition into spring.
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD

Submitted by Alexandra Semeniuk, ONN Rep

Early Spring greetings from Scarborough Needlearts!

After a break for the holiday season, SNG resumed its weekly meetings on Monday, January 6th
and settled into a new year of stitching and learning in a friendly, welcoming and calming
environment so appreciated because of the serious issues and challenges facing our country today.

We have previously reported that a small group of our members is involved in a year-long Round
Robin project being led by Meagan Mather. The last exchange has occurred. With much
anticipation, we expect the ‘Great Reveal’ to take place soon.

Meanwhile, since January, many members have been working on a guild-wide project - Tanja
Berlin’s beautiful, “Hapsburg Lace Needle Case”. Arrival of the kits ordered in November was
delayed because of the postal strike but, on seeing the attractive, fun- to-do design, more members
joined in. We have provided photos of some of the completed projects.

In February our programming team of Marion Brumwell and Sylvia Wilkins organized two
interesting, in-house educational presentations for us, the first by Kim Mather on “Hoops and
Frames”. Kim showed us an array of hoops of varying sizes and brands and explained the
strengths and weaknesses of each, including costs. She addressed frames in a similar manner
demonstrating how each worked and their uses with different types of projects and fabrics.. The
second presentation was by Sylvia Wilkins on the topic of “Back of Work”. Using slides, Sylvia
explained how important it is for stitchers to be attentive to the back of their work to keep it neat and
organized to avoid problems and setbacks created by loops and slip knots, tangles due to
untrimmed threads or long travelling threads which could break or become visible on the front. It is
better to stop and start again. She offered helpful tips on preventing these problems and others,
and recommended Mary Corbett’s easy to follow videos as an additional resource. Sylvia
concluded by mentioning the inspiring example of a piece of her sister's embroidery in which it was
very difficult to tell the back from the front.

February also saw Scarborough Needlearts celebrate its 49th birthday with 2 beautifully decorated
and delicious cakes. Long time members Agnes Williams and Angela Moreau did the cake-cutting
honours. A planning committee is already working on celebratory activities and projects for SNG’s
50th anniversary in 2026.

By late March most of the Hapsburg Lace projects will be completed. Looking ahead, we will co-
host a joint Quilt and Needlework show on April 5th as part of the guild’s community outreach. Also
during April, Judy Chen and Marion Brumwell will introduce their small biscornu pin cushion project
featured in the Spring 2025 issue of Embroidery Canada (pages 32-33). Judy designed it and
Marion will demonstrate how to assemble it. As well, plans are being finalized for SNG’s annual
retreat with the Trillium Embroidery Guild at Elim Lodge at the end of month. Then in May, Barbara
Kershaw will introduce us to Sicilian embroidery and teach the ‘Chiaramonte’ technique. More on
our April and May activities in the next newsletter.
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SCARBOROUGH NEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

2025 is off to a busy start at Scarborough Needlearts as seen in the attached photos. One of the
photos is of a pulled thread online stitch-along project that Judy Chen completed 10 years ago. She
is ready to undertake it again if anyone is interested in joining her.

We send our best wishes to ONN members for a happy, safe and productive spring.
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Small 12-sided Ball with Beads - Barbara Leach
Design by Hazel Blomkamp

Ukrainian Embroidery, Hardanger (Etsy) and Punto 'Random Thoughts' Sampler - Sylvia Wilkins
Maglie Needle Lace - Judy Chen
Free online designs
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SCARBOROUGH NEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)
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Snowfall Chickadee - Elaine Wells

Hapsburg Lace Sampler - Janice Lunan
Cross Stitch - Hands On Design

Designed by Tanja Berlin

B
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Hapsburg Lace Needle Case - Jenny Cheung
Design by Tanja Berlin

Hapsburg Lace Needle Case - Marion Brumwell
Design by Tanja Berlin
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SCARBOROUGH NEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

Reticello Technique - Judy Chen
Online Workshop

L bbbt At L L T TPy T : Pulled Thread - Judy Chen
febadchalh bl okttt bbb chkah bt dhaleh hhahaiahhch o b AR LT L T Stitch Along
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SCARBOROUGH NEEDLEARTS GUILD (continued)

Biscornu Pin Cushion - Judy Chen and Marion Brumwell You Have My Heart - Elaine Wells
featured in Embroidery Canada (Spring 2025) Cross Stitch - Hands On Design

Maple Leaf name tag - Elaine Wells
Design by Erin Elizabeth
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, GUELPH (CEGG)

Submitted by Patricia White, ONN Rep

ONN members,

It has been a busy year for our members at Canadian Embroidery Guild Guelph. We have just
finished our winter classes and are now preparing for our Open House on April 15th. Hope you can
come and view our displays and relax in the tearoom. Hours are 1:00 to 4:00 pm. (55 Devere
Drive, Guelph)

We ran four classes this winter: Endless Landscapes, Postcards, Elizabethan Embroidery and
Architectural Embroidery. It was quite a range of styles and skill sets. See the descriptions below.
They might interest some of your members.

Elizabethan embroidery is characterized by an abundance of stylized flora and fauna motifs in
polychromatic colours set amongst twining, swirling, vine borders. Often metallic braids and
spangles are added for a touch of bling and whimsy.

Endless Landscapes are often called Myriorama. These small landscapes, usually a post card size,
can be done in a variety of fibre art techniques. You tell your own “story” through stitching.

Embroidered postcards are a unique way to send a personalized message to friends and loved
ones through Canada Post. This is a wonderful way to unleash your creativity and reduce your
UFOs!

Architectural embroidery involves many textures as well as shapes and perspectives. The aim of
this class will be to stitch a building... house, barn, shop, any building...Amazing techniques
become bricks, wooden fences, or pathways.

The highlight this year were the displays of embroidery on different themes for each week of
classes. Here are some photos from our three-dimensional theme.
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, GUELPH (CEGG) (continued)
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, GUELPH (CEGG) (continued)

The Library Committee researches books and magazines to accompany the items brought in by
members. The most amazing piece was the chest stitched by Heather Brighton with stitching on all

sides and even the drawers! This will be on display at the Open House, and it must be seen in
person to be appreciated.

Our spring workshop happens in April this year and is taught by our member, Judy Eckhardt. She
will take us on a two-day experience with multimedia projects combining hand and machine sewing.
This is a fantastic way for members to dive into their stash and be creative.

The other amazing part of our time together is during the afternoon program. After our classes and
brown bag lunches we gather for an hour to learn something different. We toured the Guelph
Museum one afternoon to take in their display of early embroidery from the Guelph area. This was
a fascinating tour. Chicken scratch embroidery was taught to our group which reminded us of some
of the historical stitching. We also created strawberry shaped needle sharpeners.
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, GUELPH (CEGG) (continued)

At our last class our member, Joanne Holt, spoke on what judges are looking for at fall fairs. She is
a certified Ontario Agricultural Association judging instructor. She has competed in many distinct
levels of competitions, her latest being the World Jam Champion in England! Joanne has collected
a trophy or two competing at the Royal Winter Fair. This was a timely topic to inform members who
enter fall fairs.

We already have our 2025-26 program set with teachers and topics. Fortunately, we have plenty of
skilled embroiderers in our guild who are willing to share their techniques with the rest of us.

All the best to embroiderers across the province. We will be ‘stitching in the park’ during the summer
months to stay connected and motivate us before we get together again in September.
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SUDBURY DISTRICT QUILTING AND STITCHERY GUILD (SDQSG), SUDBURY

Submitted by Roma Smith

Hello Everyone,
Many days of heavy snow here has put a pause on Guild meetings.

(ONN: We will wait for your pictures for the next issue, SDQSG. Happy stitching.)
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD

Submitted by Carol Ward, ONN Rep

Even this crazy up and down weather, sunny and cold one minute, warm and rainy the next, can’t
keep a good stitcher down. And to prove it, we've welcomed four new members since the beginning

of the year!

Our regular meetings resumed on the 14th of January, with our informal meetings continuing at the
library. The library has been a great place for anyone who’s interested in checking us out in a more
relaxed atmosphere.

Many of us have been participating in the blackwork project that began at the end of September
2024. Cathie O. has been faithfully sending us a new pattern every Sunday, save for a two-week

break over the holidays.

The miniature blackwork frames have been a
little more challenging than the floral blackwork
we did last year, but everyone agrees that it's a
lot of fun. And, as with the floral blackwork,
everyone seems to have a different approach —
one thread, two threads, coloured threads,
variegated threads — no two samplers are alike.
We’'re now up to frame #24, which means only
two more to go.
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)

In January we had a visit from two representatives from the Northumberland Ruggers, who shared
a widespread selection of their work. They gave a brief history of their group and methods of
rugging and happily answered the many questions we had.

Barbara K. joined us in February to teach us the fine art of whitework. Barbara is a certified EGA
(Embroiderers’ Guild of America) Master Craftsman in counted thread. She has been teaching for
over 25 years and has created several study courses for the Embroiderer’'s Association of Canada.
We are all very grateful for her expertise and patience.
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)

We’re certainly having an adventure

turning this: Into this:

In April we’ll be having another silk ribbon learn along, led by Susan C. This time we’ll be stitching
small, floral pictures with our silk ribbons.

Also in April, Susan C. and Patricia N. will be returning to our local yarn shop, Yarn It! to teach a
second class in basic stitching.

In the upcoming days we’ll be celebrating our 40th anniversary with several activities in the
planning stages. In between activities we’ll continue to share our knowledge with each other and
anyone else who cares to drop in to the library or one of our meetings, and inspire each other with
our works in progress.
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TRILLIUM EMBROIDERY GUILD

Submitted by Marilyn Girndt, V.P. Trillium Embroidery Guild

We had a lively and enthusiastic group of 11 stitchers begin a Round Robin program that started in
February 2024 and will be finishing in April 2025. Participants worked on a traditional straight or
Christmas tree shaped band sampler on 32 count Lugana light to mid tones. Participants basted the
edges/shape and the middle of their own sampler and added the top row. Some participants added
floss colours that they wanted in their sampler and some left the colour choices up to the stitcher.
The projects were passed blind from stitcher to stitcher at our regular monthly Wednesday night
meetings. The grand reveal of all the finished samplers will be held in April.

At our December 2024 meeting we had our annual ornament exchange! As usual, there were many
wonderful ornaments exchanged. The method of exchange was using a poem (a version of Night
Before Christmas) read out loud by a participant. When a specific word (left or right) in the poem
was read, the participants gave their ornament to the person to their left or their right! It was great
fun as the ornaments were flying quickly from person to person until the poem ended. Then they
could open the final ornament they received.

In the spring several members have signed up to teach classes on our monthly Saturday stitch
days. In March Barbara will begin her introduction to Schwalm for 3 stitching Saturdays (March,
April, and May). The March class will focus on coral stitch and chain stitch (secures edges that will
be cut). In April the focus will be on cutting and May will highlight filling stitches.

Also in April, Jeanette, Laura and Marilyn will lead an introduction to fabric painting with an aim of
adding surface embroidery to these painted backgrounds.
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NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD

Submitted by Heather Hollands, ONN Rep

Our guild has been busy this winter organizing some of our guild’s stash as well as completing
many projects, some of which are illustrated below. Early in the winter, our guild received a
generous donation from a past member who is no longer able to embroider. This gift consisted of
some fabric, kits and lots of floss. It was like a second Christmas discovering what was in the tote. If
members saw something they liked, it could be purchased for a nominal fee to the guild. After the
floss was organized into our already large stash, members were encouraged to check their threads
at home and to replenish what we needed for a nominal fee of a quarter per skein. Our newest
member had a wonderful time building up her own stash!

Next month our guild will be 40 years old. We are |. The process of discussing how we will
celebrate this milestone and hopefully more information will be coming soon.

Also, as part of our programme we are hoping to have Lianne Van Leyen come to our guild and
discuss antique samplers with us. This will be part of our fall programme.

Crewel work stitched by Debbie Tattersall Rug hooking stitched by Cori Angus

ONN-Line Volume 42 Issue 4 April 2025



NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD (continued)

Butterfly sampler stitched by Kim Smit “324” design by ABC works stitched by Kim Smit
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NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD (continued)

stitched by Grace Smith

’

Shades of Blue designed by design by Nicole Dostal
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ONTARIO NETWORK OF NEEDLEWORKERS

ONN Website

The ONN website can be found at onnguilds.ca. The main page is set up in a blog form so that notices and
articles of interest can be found easily by members.

Submissions of articles, photos and events are welcomed and encouraged! Suggestions include:

v" book and exhibition reviews
v tips and hints learned at a workshop information about a shop
v research about techniques, designs or materials

Your reports are posted on the website under "Member Pages". The newsletter editor will gather them all
together and get them to you in a newsletter format, which you can distribute to your members. If you have
something to report between newsletters, your report can be posted on the website at any time. If you have
news of an open workshop, trip or the like, the news can be posted to our blog at any time.

We do appreciate it if you can also send the photos as separate images. Otherwise, we have to pull each one
out of your MSWord or PDF document individually. The report will show us where to insert each photo into
the website page.

Webmaster’s report

I've been administering the ONN Website for a few years now. At the time | began, we had lost the password
for our ONN email. So, | used the CEG Guelph email to communicate with the various guilds. I'll be leaving
the post of CEG Guelph webmaster so will no longer have access to the cegguelph@gmail.com email
address. So, I've decided to give up on the old ONN gmail address and I've created a new one for the ONN
webmaster. It's quite long but should be easy to remember! ontarionetworkofneedleworkers@gmail.com

I'm hoping that you only have to type it once when you put it into your email address book! So, from now on,
please use ontarionetworkofneedleworkers@gmail.com when sending in your ONN reports.
--Judy McMullan, ONN Webmaster

ONN Contact Information

Webmaster | Judy McMullan | CEG Guelph ontarionetworkofneedleworkers@gmail.com

Newsletter | Savita Patkar | Toronto Guild of Stitchery| savita_patkar@yahoo.com

DEADLINE DATES

Issue #1 by 25 July - for August — Next newsletter submission
Issue #2 by 25 September - for October

Issue #3 by 15 December - for January

Issue #4 by 25 March - for April

MEMBERSHIP YEAR
The ONN membership year runs from June 1 to May 31.

ONN-Line Volume 42 Issue 4 April 2025


http://onnguilds.ca/
mailto:onncontact@gmail.com

