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 Upcoming Events 

ONN AGM coming up ! 

 

The Ontario Network of Needleworkers Annual 

General Meeting is coming up - soon!- on Saturday 

October 4th at 9:30 am. This will be an online 

meeting, via Zoom. 

 

Ideally, the President (or designate) of your guild will 

be there and the ONN Rep as well. Your Programming 

person might like to hear what the other groups have 

to say, as well. 

 

Please be prepared to give us a brief rundown of the 

highlights of your year. We have been able to read 

your ongoing reports throughout the year but we'd 

like to hear what was most important or memorable for your group. Especially valuable is what you've 

learned about: putting on a show, selling your work, collaborating with other groups, recruiting 

volunteers or any great tips for the other groups. OR What are you finding difficult? Ask us and see what 

tips we have! 

 

The Zoom host will be Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild London and the chair will be Pat White from 

Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild Guelph. Hope to see you there! 

 

--Judy McMullan, Webmaster 

Ontario Network of Needleworkers  

Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild, London 

Toronto Guild of Stitchery 

Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild, Kitchener-Waterloo 

Association of Whitework Embroiderers 

Scarborough Needle Arts Guild 

Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild, Guelph 

Oakville Stitchery Guild 

Northumberland Hills Stitchery Guild 

Trillium Embroidery Guild 

Embroiderers’ Guild of Peterborough 

Norfolk’s Own Needle Arts Guild 

Sudbury District Quilting and Stitchery Guild 

Brant Needle Arts Guild 

Quinte Needlearts Guild 
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  CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, LONDON 

Submitted by Jennifer Meister, ONN Rep 

CEG, London kicked off its 55th year this month with a show and share of members’ summer 

activities. Twelve classes are being offered between September and December, ranging from 

Beginner Stitches to Free Motion Sketching. Throw in 3D Felting and a Hundred Day Stitch 

Challenge and there is something for everyone!  

This year, CEG, London will also host Pop Ups – a single afternoon stitching activity. Also, this 

year, we will be working with a local writing group to interpret poems their members have written. 

The poetry and the textile art will be presented as part of the Guild’s Textile Showcase in April and 

will then go to the Ailsa Craig Arts Centre for a six week exhibit later in May.  

One of the highlights of the Guild month is always the speaker we host via Zoom on the third 

Thursday of the month. Our September speaker was mixed media map artist Valerie Goodwin and 

in October we will hear from British embroidery artist Jessie Chorley.  

We’re excited for another year. Stay tuned to the next issue of the ONN newsletter for an 

announcement regarding CEG, London’s Summer Workshop instructors. This is always an 

important part of the Guild year and is open to non-members. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Story Lines taught by Jacqueline Venus 
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Free motion stitch sketching  

taught by Beckie Menzies 

Thread wrapped buttons  

taught by Meg Cheesman 
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  TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY 

Submitted by Audrey Chaput, ONN Rep 

Guild members reunited on September 4th for their first meeting of Our 50th Anniversary Year.  Our 

president Michele Young presented some fun facts, compliments of our archivist, Lorna Anderson.  

  

• TGS’ first meeting was on November 6, 1975 at Rosedale United Church 

• The meetings occurred in various locations when the evening group was added. But we finally 

established one consistent location at Blythwood Road Baptist Church in 2006 

• In 1976 there were 67 members. By 1991 TGS “hit its zenith in terms of numbers” with 191 

members.  Now, in 2025, we are 92 members strong.  

• Our library has grown from 9 books in 1978 to 275 books and 124 magazines in 2025 

• We launched our first website in 2000 (Y2K)  

 

The Guild is excited to offer an introductory Outreach embroidery course at a small downtown 

branch of the Toronto Public Library.  This course will be led by Lorna Anderson at the end of 

September; there are several other guild members volunteering to help as well.  Stay tuned for an 

update on how the course goes in the next ONN newsletter.   

 

Programme:   

 

September 4th:  Members were given a kit to make a pin cushion using an IKEA cork coaster. 

Members could stitch French knots, satin, seed, chain stitch, etc., to complete the surface 

embroidery. The original idea was from Meagan Mather of Kimat and she also kindly lent us a stamp 

for the fabric. The attached image was taken by Victoria Moorehead. 
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TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY (continued) TORONTO GUILD OF STITCHERY (continued) 

 

 

 

50th Anniversary Celebrations:   

TGS officially celebrates its anniversary on Nov 6th, 2025 

The year ahead is exciting!  There are lots of plans in process.  First up: guild members will 

showcase their work at the Toronto Civic Hall. Stay tuned for the next ONN newsletter submission 

for more details.    

Mini Workshop: September 18th for both day and evening groups - Lace Circle Needlepoint  

Letje Jackovich facilitated a 2-hour free workshop to make a lovely Susan Johnson design.  Letje 

was very patient with new learners and managed to make herself available whenever someone was 

stuck!  (I am referring to myself ;) 
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Saturday September 27: Saturday Speaker Stitch-In Event  

We are honoured to welcome by zoom all the way from Adelaide, Australia, Margaret Lee, a 

distinguished specialist tutor of Asian embroidery, with expertise in Chinese Embroidery, Traditional 

Japanese Silk Embroidery, and Japanese-Style Bead Embroidery.  Her presentation on Technique 

vs. Stitch explores the key factors that influence both Eastern and Western embroidery traditions, 

highlighting their differences and examining their relevance for today’s embroiderers. 

 

Saturday October 25: Canadian Opera Company Special presentation of Costumes.   

Guild members are invited to join Sandra Corozza, head of the Canadian Opera House costume 

department, on a guided tour of the costume shop.  Sandra will review the creative process of 

mounting an opera - taking us from sketch to stage.  Following the presentation, members will meet 

for lunch at the Mill Street Brewery in the Distillery District off Front Street in downtown Toronto.   

 

 

         

 

.   
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SCARBOROUGH NEEEDLEARTS GUILD 

Submitted by Janet MacKay, ONN Rep 

Even though our Guild was officially on a break during the summer months we managed to 

accomplish a lot in support of our wonderful hobby.   

Several members enjoyed meeting up unofficially at a local park on Monday mornings, and couple 

of members invited all Guild members to their home for a stitch day.   

One of our most important initiatives over the summer was our participation in The Guild Alive with 

Culture Art Festival July 26 and 27.  Members came to staff our booth under canvas and bring 

examples of their many pieces of needlework.  Members who participated also brought current 

projects to work on.  We were able to pass out many brochures to the festival goers and several 

members of the public expressed interest in coming to visit a regular meeting and perhaps pursue a 

membership.  This is the third year that SNG has participated in the festival, and we feel that is an 

important part of raising our profile the Scarborough community. 

Currently we have resumed our regular Monday meetings.  We will be celebrating our 50th 

Anniversary in February of 2026.  This year as part of our program we will be celebrating this 

milestone with a special 50th Anniversary Sampler designed by member Meghan Mathers.  Once a 

month Meghan will be introducing a new section of sampler and teaching one or two new stitches 

as part of the design.  We are all very excited about this project and eager to participate. 

 

 Display at Guild Alive with Culture Festival 
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, KITCHENER-WATERLOO 

Submitted by M J Alexander, ONN Rep 

The CEG K-W has been quite busy of late! Our executive committee boasts two new members, 

MJ Alexander as vice president and Rachel Metzger as treasurer. We would like to thank Pat 

FitzGerald for the time and effort that she put in as treasurer for the past two years. 

 

Over the summer we had three stitch-ins; 

two were at the houses of members and 

one was at the Stanley Park Library in 

Kitchener. We also had a showcase of 

members’ work in a display case at the 

Stanley Park Library. We’ve also added 6 

new books to our own lending library at the 

guild. 

 

 

 

 

Our first meeting of the year was held on Tuesday, 

Sept. 2 at 7 pm. We are still holding meetings at the 

same location as previous years, however the name 

of the building has changed from Grace Mennonite 

Brethren Church to Belmont Village Church. On our 

first night back we saw a good number of new 

stitchers show up and become members – our guild 

now boasts 27 members.  
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, KITCHENER-WATERLOO (continued) 
SC     

 

 

 
 

On September 13th, MJ and Debbie hosted an info table at the K-W Knitters’ Fair, hosted by the 

Kitchener-Waterloo Knitters’ Guild. We showcased items made by guild members and handed out 

brochures to people interested in joining the guild. Thank you to the K-W Knitters’ Guild for hosting 

the event! 
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Submitted by Gemma Burke, ONN Rep 

The guild has been on summer break from July to August.  

The Oakville Stitchery Guild wishes everyone a good fall season. 

 

 

 

 OAKVILLE STITCHERY GUILD, OAKVILLE 
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Submitted by Patricia White, ONN Rep 

Another exciting stitching year is here. The Guelph guild has completed its registration and 

currently there are eighty-six members.  This is comparable to last year.  We find that a few 

members leave and some join in equal numbers. Often new members join after attending our spring 

open house and many come with friends looking for new hobbies/activities.  We also do outreach 

events that draw new members.  This year’s events were Weftfest in May, and the Aberfoyle fall fair 

in September.  This fall fair event includes a ‘make and take’ project for children.  This year we 

taught over thirty kids of all ages to sew on buttons and stitch up pieces of felt to make stuffy ‘Dots”.  

Here are three photos of their earnest efforts.  We also are displaying our members’ fabulous 

projects in a branch of the Guelph public library and the Evergreen Seniors’ Centre in the fall.  

 

     

 

 

 

  CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, GUELPH 
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CANADIAN EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD, GUELPH (continued) 

 

 

 

As usual we are offering classes in different embroidery techniques including introduction to 

embroidery, embroidering images, Christmas crazy quilting, clothing embellishment, applique, 

needle felted landscapes and independent.  You can read about each class in more detail on our 

website – Canadian Embroiderers’ Guild Guelph – classes.  Another six classes are offered in the 

winter.   

 

We had fun at our stitch in the park events in June, July, and August.  Anyone who is interested can 

join us for some stitching and catch up at Riverside Park.  We had fabulous weather this summer 

and lots of stitching and laughter.  If you do not already do this, we highly recommend it.  Here is a 

photo of us gathered in the park.  

 

 

 

CEGG is gearing up for out 50th anniversary in 2027.  Plans are underway and we are looking for 

fabulous ideas from members of ONN.   
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD 

Submitted by Carol Ward, ONN Rep 

Hard to believe summer is over, isn’t it? Especially when the weather has turned so hot and muggy 

again. But it gives us an excuse to stay inside with the air conditioning and get some stitching done. 

We celebrated World Embroidery Day on July 30th, by gathering in the outdoor space at the 

Cobourg Library to stitch. It was a beautiful day, and didn’t start getting unbearably warm until we 

were ready to leave. 

 

Two weeks later, we gathered in Immy L’s beautiful garden for a potluck luncheon. There was good 

food, good companionship, and for those who can’t resist these things, a stash sale where many 

bargains were to be found. The weather was once again perfect, but Immy wouldn’t have it any 

other way. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND HILLS STITCHERY GUILD (continued)  
 

 

 

Our meetings resumed on September 9th and it was wonderful seeing 

everyone again. We share a few stories and discussed the upcoming year. 

Cathie O., one of our co-chairs, gave us a glimpse of what she has in mind for 

our group blackwork project this year, and Susan C., our other co-chair, came 

up with one more project for us to do to celebrate our 40th Anniversary, a 

cross-stitch strawberry.  

 

 

There weren’t as many participants in the Port Hope Fair this year, I think it tends to sneak up on 

people. But this was good news for Cathie O. because there was less competition within the guild 

for her. She took home three first place ribbons – one for surface embroidery, one for blackwork, 

and one for her stitched Christmas ornament - and two third place ribbons for cross-stitch. And 

Sheila M. snagged a second-place ribbon for her tablecloth. 

               

 

On September 23, Barb C. and Poppy B. gave a presentation on 

their “Japanese Escapades.” They came equipped with a slide 

show and some of the loot they came home with. Together they 

gave a talk on their adventure which included shopping, visits to 

museums, and the many workshops they attended.  

Looking forward, we have a busy fall lined up: with a workshop in 

Herringbone variations, the start of our new blackwork challenge, 

and a workshop in Shisha. Add in a one-day retreat and a 

Christmas craft sale and I’m sure we’ll be looking forward to our 

Christmas break for a chance to relax!  
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  TRILLIUM EMBROIDERY GUILD 

Submitted by Marilyn Girndt, President and ONN rep 

In 2011, a group of embroiderers from Sweden founded World Embroidery Day to “acknowledge 

and promote the craft of decorating fabric using a needle to apply thread of yarn”. Trillium 

Embroidery Guild decided to commemorate the day by stitching in public in a beautiful local park – 

Lakeview Park in Oshawa on the shore of Lake Ontario. 

 

It was a very hot day, but the shade of the tall mature trees and the slight breeze off the lake helped 

to make it a wonderful spot to stitch and chat. 

 

Our plans for Fall 2025 are well underway at this time. We have planned some workshops for this 

fall including The Pat Armour Crewel Sewing Case Cover in the August issue of Embroidery 

Canada and Pat has been invited to our guild in November to teach us how to design and 

embroider an illuminated initial which can be inserted into the sewing case. In December a punch 

needle workshop is planned on how to make a poinsettia pin. 
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TRILLIUM EMBROIDERY GUILD (continued) 

 

 

  BRANT NEEDLE ARTS GUILD 

Submitted by Barbara Cook, ONN rep 

After the summer hiatus, we are excited to reconnect at our regular meetings held on the 1st and 

3rd Wednesday afternoons of each month at the Coach House at Glenhyrst. 

 

This season, we will be working on new pieces as well as completing unfinished projects.  The plan 

is to have completed projects in a variety of techniques and styles.  After the end of this season, in 

the summer of 2026, there will be a show of our work in the Glenhyrst Art Gallery.  More information 

on this show will follow as details are finalized. 
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  NORFOLK’S OWN NEEDLE ARTS GUILD 

Submitted by Heather Hollands, ONN Rep 

Our guild continued to meet during the summer months on Mondays during the day for informal 

stitch ins. Pictured below are a couple of projects completed by members. 

Now that the Fall is upon us, we have resumed our evening meetings on the second and fourth 

Wednesday from 7 pm-9 pm at Waterford United Church. The Wednesday meeting at the 

beginning of the month is a business meeting, whereas the fourth Wednesday of the month is a 

programme meeting. To begin our year for our programme, we went through our stash of stitching 

stuff and wrapped up things to auction off, with the proceeds going to our guild. When all was said 

and done, our bank accounts gained just under $100. For the remainder of the programme this fall, 

Lotte Von Wuerzen is teaching some embroidery stitches that are used in two different floral 

designs. It is very beneficial to refresh our memories with stitches we have not used for some time, 

such as the turkey stitch. 

Unfortunately, we had to cancel our presentation on samplers by Lianne van Leyen due to lack of 

interest for our small guild to afford this endeavour. 

In the upcoming months we will look forward to celebrating our 40th year as a guild , perhaps with a 

retreat in the spring. Hopefully there will be more ideas forthcoming. 

           

 Sampler stitched by Jane Hunter 
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Submitted by Fiona White, ONN Rep 

Summer Activities 

Our hot dry summer slowed us down! We had two summer stitch-ins at members’ homes, and a 

workshop on making rice bags - all in August. The workshop was led by Seanagh Murdoch, and her 

rice bag, along with one by Marilyn Buxton and one by Cynthia Guerin are shown below 

      

 

 EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH 
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EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued) 

  

 

 

Planning for 2025-26 

The new executive also met twice to plan for 2025-26, and the Program Committee has been busy 

organizing for the year. We are excited to start work on a Knot Garden project this fall, cards and 

other small items for our Fibre Festival booth in the spring, as well as a presentation by two long 

time-members (sisters Seanagh Murdoch and Mary Anne Hammond) in October, and another in 

January by long-time member Wenda Mortlock on her fabric circles (example shown below). 
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EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued) 

  

 

 

Also in the works is a full-day Four Corners Workshop on Saturday, November 22 which will be 

open to non-members. More information on that workshop will be available on our website 

(egpstitch.ca) and on our Facebook page “Embroiderers’ Guild of Peterborough”. We’d love to see 

some visitors from our nearby guilds! 

 

September Meetings 

We had a well-attended stitch-in on the second Wednesday of September, and then our regular 

meeting on the third Wednesday. We continue to meet at Westdale United Church, and are happy 

that we will now be holding all our regular meetings in their larger hall, giving us more space for 

setting up our meeting table and for displaying program, show and tell, and trash-to-treasure items. 

Pat Dibb did a presentation on Finger Puppets for sick kids, with a sample shown below. Also 

shown are some of the wonderful items completed by members over the summer, running shoes by 

Linda Baklarz, a hand-coloured, sun print piece by Suz Cuss, and a set of boxes by Carol Rand. 

 

 

 

 

 

Finger Puppets by Pat Dibb 
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EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Running Shoes 

by Linda Baklarz 

Set of boxes  

by Carol Rand 
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EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD OF PETERBOROUGH (continued) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A hand-coloured, sun print piece  

by Suz Cuss 
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QUINTE NEEDLEARTS GUILD 

Submitted by Jane Bermingham, ONN Rep 

I can't believe the lovely weather we are having just now. I have windows and the patio door open and it is not 

cold. We are halfway through September already, which is hard to believe.  

Our good news is since last Spring we have had 4 new members join us.  These ladies learned about our 

guild from our exhibit last May.  We are so happy to have them.  We are also happy to see most of our old 

members return. 

One of our members who was one of the original founding members is in a nursing home at present.  Some 

of you may know Anne Cooke.  I believe she was 97 last year. Unfortunately, she had a fall and fractured a 

hip and arm earlier in the year.  She still takes an active interest in the guild and what we are doing. 

We have several programs this year starting with a Hardanger and Bargello Christmas project.  These 

patterns are 2 of the free projects listed on our EAC-ACB website. Later in the year we will have programs on 

beadwork, needle weaving, and Boro mending.  

We have 2 community projects coming up this fall.  We are doing Stitch in Public at 3 different libraries this 

year, Trenton, Belleville, and Picton. Then our work will be on show at the Arts Council building in Belleville 

for the whole month of November.  

As you know we received a large donation of fabric last year.  This Spring we were fortunate to get a large 

donation of DMC floss.  These donations have been very helpful not only in raising some money, but we have 

them available for programs we offer.  

Even though we have raised money it is not sufficient to go back to two meetings a month with the present 

fees we are paying for the room.  However, some of us have been making use of free craft get-togethers in 

libraries. 

I hope everybody has an enjoyable year with their guilds. 
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ONN Website 

The ONN website can be found at onnguilds.ca. The main page is set up in a blog form so that notices and 

articles of interest can be found easily by members. 

Submissions of articles, photos and events are welcomed and encouraged! Suggestions include:  

✓ book and exhibition reviews 

✓ tips and hints learned at a workshop information about a shop 

✓ research about techniques, designs or materials 

Your reports are posted on the website under "Member Pages".  The newsletter editor will gather them all 

together and get them to you in a newsletter format, which you can distribute to your members. If you have 

something to report between newsletters, your report can be posted on the website at any time. If you have 

news of an open workshop, trip or the like, the news can be posted to our blog at any time. 

We do appreciate it if you can also send the photos as separate images. Otherwise, we have to pull each one 

out of your MSWord or PDF document individually. The report will show us where to insert each photo into 

the website page.  
 

ONN Contact Information 

Webmaster Judy McMullan CEG Guelph ontarionetworkofneedleworkers@gmail.com 

Newsletter Savita Patkar Toronto Guild of Stitchery savita_patkar@yahoo.com 

 

DEADLINE DATES  

Issue #1 by 25 July - for August 

Issue #2 by 25 September - for October 

Issue #3 by 15 December - for January – Next newsletter submission 

Issue #4 by 25 March - for April 

 

MEMBERSHIP YEAR 

The ONN membership year runs from June 1 to May 31. 

http://onnguilds.ca/
mailto:onncontact@gmail.com

